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Covenants; the Offices Which Chriſt executes with refe- 
rence to the Covenant of Grace, both as to the MAkix d, 
and ADMINISTRATION of it; and the different Eſtates 
wherein he executes: theſe, Offices : As alſo, an Explica- 
tion of the two Sacraments, the Seals of that Covenant, 
particularty the Lord's Supper. Together with the Me- 
thod of Preparation for, Behaviour at, and after Improve: 
3 ment of that Holy ae | 


* — 
— — — — —_— 
_ —_ — - _ — 
V = 
— Wb oo — - — 
— 


2 
4 — —_ 97 <> — 
«%% 22 ——— 


——— 


Pp * 
wot oþ- 4. 


In a Plain, Conc, eber hund Manner | 5 pd | 


78 
* . ; 18 
>.» TO WHICH 18 feln xp, N SEAT. 
An Abſtract of that Solemn Mode of public CI & mn 
' * Young. Communicants to the Lord's N e is r | 
tiſed in the Pariſh of Kilmarnock. SIREN ALE | 
By 1 95 OLIPHANT, , A. NM. 3 | 


ä — — 


f ' s : i 


Prejrs to meet 4 thy God, 0 e. Aeg N in 15 


we eee Evirion, « with Improvements h 1 2 
Sx ue in dul Ha. | * 


x! 


7? - 
- Ss. „„ — 
£ . — 
— 
* ky , 


#3 7 22 81 22 
Printed for 7 60 We. STEEL 8 Sat, ie. 
And fold by: the Bookſellers, 8 
N Mbecxcviii. LN ** 


r l : 


Crsiex THREE Enes. 


” 


' ce 7 HT 77A» 7 
G .* 02444-1144 4-4. * 913 
4 * We ; 
0 = o 


* — — —— — — — — — — — 


— — 


_ - 


TY IFFERENT reaſons, beſt known to the author himſelf, 
have occafioned' this publication ,&—Thoke Who, upon a 


- carefu} peruſal, ſhall be ſatisfied with the performance itſelf, 


will have little anxiety about what theſe may happen to be; 


and others who read it with a delign to pick a quarre), deſerve 


rather to have their humour deſpiſed than gratified.—The 


more intelligent reader may, perhaps, find but few things, altos 
gether new in this compoſure, nor indeed has the author any 


deſire to amuſe with unintereſting novelties, , But if thoſe who 


err from the truth, ceaſe not to republiſh and diſſeminate in 


Tome modern dreſs, the old Pelagian and Socinian hereſies, 
which have been frequently refuted and condemned by the 


church of Chriſt, ſurely thoſe who hold the truth in the love 


of it, ought to be at leaſt as zealous in their efforts to eſtabliſh 


—  Chriftians, that they be not carried ahout with diverſe and 


ſtrange doctrines.— The only Sacramental Catechiſm in the 
hands of the people of this country is Mr Williſon's:; Thoſe 
however who are acquainted with that performance, may 


profitably peruſe this notwithſtanding, as there is not one anſwer 


the ſame in both, ſo far as I rememher.— The moſt of writers 
upon the Sacrameut of the Lord's Supper bave confined them - 
ſelves too ſtrictly to that preciſe ſubject, withbut taking along a 
diſt conſideration cf the other doctrines with which it is 


eſſentially connected, and without a particular explication. 
whereof, the Sacrament cannot be duly underftond, I have 
therefore endeavoured to lead Chriſtians, in their preparation 


for that ſolemn orgdinapce, into a ſummary view of thoſe great 


aud fundamental, truths, neceſſary to be knawn- in, order-,to 


diſtin& and profitable communicating ; and the whole of theſe 
connected together, comprehend the moſt material points of 


vital religion, —In explaining the covenant of grace, I have 


chicfly followed the celebrazged Withus, Dr Ridgley, Dr Gill, 
the old Mr Boſton, &c, becauſe, as I appretiend, they bave 
more cloſely than many others adhered to the views and ex- 
preſſions uſed in the Holy Seripture, upon that important ſub- 
ject.— Upon the Whole: It is preſumed, that the treaſure and 
variety of he truths. contamed in the following ſheets, 
ſhould entitle this Catechiſm to more than one curſory review. 


It is therefore earneſtly recommended, particularly to the 
people of this charge, to peruſe, the fame carefully before each 


diſpenſation. of the Lord's Supper, and to attebd ſtrictly to 
the connection in which itiah doctrines of Chriſtianity 
are here repreſented. 5 ; 
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SACRAMENTAL CATECHISM. 


Q. ener is a benen 2. 


A. It is a free and mutual agreement be= 

tween different parties, upon certain terms, expreſſed. 

Q. How many covenants for life and happineſs ta man 
are mentioned in ſcripture ? - 

A. Two; and with referetice to theſe, we read of 
but two public perſons, the firſt and ſecond Adams. 

Q. With whom was the firſt covenant made ? 

A. With Adam, as repreſenting his natural poſterity, 
In whom they were all both ſeminally and federally. 


Q. How does it appear that Adam in this covenant re-- _ | 


preſented all mankind deſcending from him by ordinary ge- 


neration ? 


A. From Adam being a type and figure of him that 


was to come, that is Chriſt, who is called theſecond man, 
and the laſt Adam; and theſe are repreſented as if the 
only two men in the world, becauſe the two heads of 
their reſpective offspring: from the threatening taking. 
place upon the ſin of Adam, not on himſelf only, but on 
all his fucceeding poſterity ; and it is no unuſual thing 


with God to make over covenants to men, and their 
children unborn; as to Noah, Gen. ix: g. to Abraham, 


Gen. xvil. 7. to Ifrael, Deur. xxix. 14. &c. 
Q. How is this cobenant uſually called ? 


A. It is called the covenant of innocence, the cove- 


nant of works, the covenant of life, and enn the 


law or legal covenant. 
Q. Why has it been called the covenant of innocence 7 


4A. Becauſe made with man in bis upright ſtate ; and 
who, as long a9 he kept this covenant, continued inno- 


cent; but when he broke it, he was no more ſo, 
, IWhy called the cavenaut of works ?- 


P Becauſe good works were required as the condle: 


tion of it, nor was there proviſion made for any diſplay” 


of grace in cafe of tranſgreſſion. | 
Q. #hy is it. ometimes defi T: Tned the covenant of li 
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TY IFFERENT reaſons, beſt known to the author himſetf, 
have occaſioned this publication. Thoſe who, upon a 


cateful peruſal, ſhall be ſatisfied with the performance itſclf, 


will have little anxiety about what theſe may happen to be; 


- and others who read it with a delign to pick a quarrel, deſerve 


rather to have their humour deſpiſed than gratified.— The 


more intelligent reader may; perhaps, find but few things. alto» 


gether new in this compoſnre, nor indeed has the author any 


deſire to amuſe with unintereſting novelties, But if thoſe who 


err from the truth, ceaſe not to republiſh. and diſſeminate in 


Tome modern dreſs, the old Pelagian and Socinian hereſies, 
which have been frequently refuted and condemned by the 


church of Chriſt, ſurely thoſe who hold the truth in the love 
of it, ought to be at leaſt as zealous in their efforts to eſtabliſh 


Chriftians, that they be not carried ahout with diverſe and 
ſtrange doctrines.— The only Sacramental Catechiſm in the 
Hands of the people of this country is Mr Williſon's: Thoſe 
however who are acquainted with that performance, may 


Profitably peruſe this notwithſtanding, as there is not one anſwer 


the ſame in both, ſo far as L remember. -The moſt of writers 
upon the; Sacrameut of the Lord's Supper bave confined them - 
felves too ſtrictly to that preciſe ſubjeR, withput taking along a 


diſtinct conſideration cf the other doctrines with which it is 
- eſſentially connected, and without a patticnlar explication. 


awwhereof, the Sacrament cannot be duly underſtood. I have 


therefore endeavoured to lead Chriſtians, in their preparation 
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For that ſolemn ordinagce, into a ſummary view of thoſe great 
aud fundamental, truths, neceſſary to be knawn/ in; order to 
diſtin& and profitable communicating ; and the whole of theſe 
connected together, comprehend the moſt material points of 
vital religion, —In explaining” the covenant of grace, I have 
chiefly followed the celebrazed Withus, Dr Ridgley, Dr Gill, 
the old Mr Boſton, &. becauſe, as I apprebend, they bave 
more cloſely than many others adhered to the views and ex- 
preſſigns uſed in the Holy Seripture, upon that important ſub- 
ject.— Upon the Whole: It is preſumed, that the treaſurz and 
variety of Pane truths contained) in the following ſheets, 
ſhould entitle this Catechiſm to more than one curſory review. 


It is therefore earneſtly recommended, particulatly to the 
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people of this charge, to peruſe the ſame carefully before each 


diſpenſation of the Lord's Supper, ard to attend” ſtrictly to 


the connection in which the ſubſtauitial doctrines of Chriſtianity 
are here repreſented. 1 5 
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SACRAMENTAL CATECHISM. 
| Q. enar. is a benen 3. 


| A. It is a free and mutual agreement be= 
I rivcen different parties, upon certain terms, expreſſed. 
| Q. How many covenants for life and happineſs ta man 
are mentioned in ſcripture? 

| A. Two; and with reference to theſe, we read of 
but two public perſons, the firſt and ſecond Adams. 

Q. With whom was the firſt covenant made? 

With Adam, as repreſenting his natural poſterity, 
In whom they were all both ſeminally and'federally, _ 

Ho does it appear that Adam in this covenant re- 
preſented all mankind deſcending from him by ordinary ge- 
neration ? | 

A. From Adam being a type and figure of him that 
was to come, that is Chriſt, who is called theſecond man, 
and the laſt Adam; and theſe are repreſented as if the 
only two men in the world, becauſe the two heads of 
their reſpective offspring: from the threatening takiog 
place upon the ſin of Adam, not on himſelf only, but on 
all his ſucceeding poſterity ; and it is no unuſual thing 
with God to make over covenants to men, and their 
children unborn; as to Noah, Gen. ix: g. to Abraham, 
Gen. xvii. 7. to Iſrael, Deut. XXiX. 14. &c. Ho 1 

Hou is this covenant uſually called ? MRS | 
„ A. I is called the covenant of innocence, the cove- | 
nant of works, the covenant of life, and een the = | 
law or legal covenant. = þ 

Q. thy has it been called the covenant: of i innocence 2 | 

A. Becauſe made. with man in his upright ſtate ; 2 | 
who, as long as he kept this covenant, continued inno- 
cent; but when he broke it, he was no more ſo, 

Q. Why called the covenant of works ?: 5 
A. Becauſe good works were required as the dee 
tion of it, nor was there proviſion made for any diſplay” =i 
of f grace in cafe of tranſgreffion. p 
, Hby is it ſometimes deſigned the covenant of, 77 
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miſed ſeed. Bolides, it now ceaſed to be a ſacramental 


4 e the Covenant of Works. | 
A. Becauſe life was the reward promiſed for keeping it. 
And why does the apoſtle call i THE LAW 7 


. Becauſe it likewiſe had the obligation of a law, 


being made with a ſubject, who was neceffarily bound 
to comply with the demands thereof. 


10 Q. What kind of obedience was required in this eue. 
nant? 

A: Perſonal, Pr and perpetual obedience to Ka 
law of nature written pn man's heart in creation, and 
to other poſitive laws revealed to him. 

. Was this obedience, as the condition of the covenant, 
to be 2 perpetual, as never to haveanend? 

A. His obedience was indeed. to be without any inter- 
ruption, ſo long as he continued in a ſtate of probation : 
but when his trial was over, then, though the lame o- 
bedience was to be performed for ever, it was not to be 
conſidered as the condition of a covenant, Dar as the 
obligation of a lam. 

Q. Heu long was the probationary Hate to continue TY 

A. We are not able to determine; ſome ſuppoſe it 


would have been till Adam had children capable of obe- 


dience in their own perſons; others conjecture, it was 
to have been no longer, than while the fruit of that 
ſea ſon hung upon the forbidden tree. 

Q. What life was promiſed as the reward for Hoping 115 

A. Life temporal, ſpiritual, and eternal. 

Q. What puniſhment was. threatened for breaking of it ? 


. Death, in its utmoſt latitude and duration. 


15 Q Was there any Jes! or facrament annexed to the 

firſt covenant ? 

A. Yes; 3 the tree of life was a 8 or ordinance 
to confirm Adam? $ faith, that if he fulfilled the condi- 
tion of the covenant, he ſhould ene obtain the 
blefling promiſed therein. 
| But if Adm had eaten of the tree of U fe, after he 


inge ſhould he upon i hat account have lived for ever ? 


A. By no means: God drove the man out of paradiſe, 


leſt he ſhould eat of the tree of life, as he did before the 


fall, hich might bave had now a perniciqus tendency, 
in turning him aſide from ſeeking falyation in the pro- 


r „„ 0 „ tA I,jyiyj vor 


e -— 


of the Covenant of Werks. 5 
would have been another inſtance of profaneneſs. 

£ Q. How came our fi rt parents, who were created 1 
d WH perfettly holy, to break God's covenant ? 

| A. Through the tempration, of Satan, they ate of 
the forbidden fruit. . 

; .' Would not the tranſereſſion of any of the moral pre- 
e eber hav# broken the covenant as well as this ? 


d A. Voubileſs: © Curſed is every one that continue 
not IN ALL. THINGS written in the law, to do them.“ 
2 Q. How was the firft ſin aggravated? | 


| A. It was aggravated by a vain curioſity, diſcontent- 
- ment, pride, and'ambition, unbelief, bold and daring 
2 preſumption, and the higheſt ,ingratitude : . moreover, . 


-i was committed againſt an expreſs warning, was a 


Ce breach of truſt, and ruinousto mankind. 
C 20 Q. How was. it ruinous to maſſkind ?.. 
A. As thereby the human nature was wholly corrupt- 
ed, and mankind loſt the image of God, and commu» 


it nion with him, and are under his wrath and curſe. 

2 Q. How does it appear that the human nature, in its 

s WM preſent tate, is wholly corrupt and depraved ? 

it A. There muſt be a fixed propenſity of nature to Gn, 
inaſmuch as every one who comes to act in the world as 

? a moral agent is, in a greater or leſſer degree, guilty : 
This evil propenſity diſcovers itſelf in all men finning ſo 

? early, ſo continually, and from the remainder of fin in 


the beſt; native depravity is further evident from men's 


e proneneſs to idolatry, and ſo great and general a diſre- 4 


gard of eternal things, even among thoſe who enjoy a 
e revelation; from the conſtant and general ae 
— of mokind in all ages, and their obſtinacy under a va- 
e riety of moſt excellent means for reformation; m 


| the afflictions and univerſal mortality which have en- 
'e tered, particularly the death of infants ; as alſo, from 


the purchaſe and application of redemption- Rida 


and aſſertions ſupported 2 © 


ſign, and to uſe it as ſuch, after breaking the covenant, _ | 


Q. With what ſeripture «bidence- are. 20 principles | 


A. The following emen others, BN TEE ela; * 
Gen. vi. 5. God fawithat the wickedneſs of man was 
Seat, and that every imeginadion of ihe thoughts of his 
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. "Of the Covenant of Works, 
io heart were only evil-contioually.” Sce alſo Job xv. 14, 
16. Pſal. iv. 2. Rom. iii. 9, —24. And this is owing 
5 Ne to the firſt tranſgreſſion, Rom. v. 12. 16,— 
39. By ONE MAN fin entered into the world.” —Judg- 
ment was by ONE to. condemnation. — By ONE MAN's 
|_ offence death reigned. '—* By the offence of ox judg- 
| 


ment came upon all men to condemnation.'—* By oNE 
Max's diſobedience many were made finners.? 
| Q. Did our firſt parents die that very day they ate the 
1 Forbidden fruit ? 
A. They died ſpiritually that very moment, and alſo 
5 became liable to temporal and eternal death. | 
1 2 Q. y ua man's natural life continued longer ? 
A. That the feed he repreſented might be born, 
many of whom were to be ſaved by a better Teſtament. 
235 Q. Can any man enter. inte the promiſed life uit h- 
duet having the perfect righteouſneſs required in this cove- 
"nant fulfilled in him? 
A. No: The perfection of the law cannot be ſet aſide 
upon any pretence whatever z every man therefore muſt 
completely fulfil the righteouſneſs of it himſelf, or by 
the Spirit of faith be united to Chriſt, in whom be hath 
ſuch a righteouſneſs. for juſtißcation, | and ſufficient 
ſtrength for perfecting holigeſs. - 
Q. Did the doing and dying of Chriſt, then, diſannul or 
abregate this covenant ? - 
A. No: The ſecond Adam only finiſhed that perfect 
obedience, wherein the firſt failed, and by reg 
the penalty, made ſatisfaction for Gig. 10 ES 
+ Seeing this covenant is not d iſannulled, who are to 
; be confidered as ftill under it? | 
A. All. Chriſtleſs fioners, who- are ſtrangers to ="M 
1 beiter covenant, and diſcover the ſame, in ſeeking 
rrichteoufneſs, not by faith, but as it were by the works 
pft the law, and who preſumptuouſiy expect acceptance 
And ſalvation by ſome partial obedience. of their ona, 
| | Which they may ignorantly call ſincere. 
n what manner did God n to diſplay bit mercy 
/ 7 Aldat ion of inner; 
Fo -vih; By making another covenant with his choſen, 


bus. d zig. 3 Jn Ae. - e e > Myt 1 = 


n 
a 


F — —  — — Oe "AU 


—— * — 1 
— — —- a 


or — — 8 
* — — ” — 


* 
. 


— — , x —¶ ——— 2 ety — © Or —— —— 
. : 
1 


= 
nn nm «4 & Dy _—_— 


the Covenant of Grace. 


4s 406 How is this covenant called? | TER, WES 
1g A. The covenant of - redemption, the covenant. ob. 
— i grace, acovenant of life, of peace, of promiſe, and the | 
8 new. covenant or teſtament. _- N 
E Re is. Why is it called by ſome divines the covenant ef 
g- tion? | [1 
YE. wy 4 Wich reference to Chriſt, who engaged therein 1 
nn eternity, to pay the ranſom price. 9 
he Q Why is it commonly called by men the covenant of || 
race ? 
fo 7 A. Becauſe the covenant irſelf, and all the bleflings A 


of it, low from the free favour of God; and the ul- 
timate end of it is the glory of the grace of GO. 
n, Q. Are theſe two different covenants? 15 {| 
at. A. They ought rather to be held dend and hg ſame, | 
the under different-confiderations- The making of this:.cor | 
e- venant between the Father and the Son from eternity, 
is called by ſome the coyenanit of redemption 3, and-the, 
de adminiſtration of the fame, covenant, in the goſpel 
uſt offer, is deſigned by others the covenant of ee 1 3 
by Be to be a covenant of lifes Mal. iii. 52k 
. Becauſe eternal life was, by God that *cannep - | 
lie 2 in it before the world began; which * 
miſe of life is in Chriſt Jeſus the covenant- head. =: 
Why defegned alſo a covtnant peace? 
; = 8 5 by 4 54 blood of it, the offended Judge 
is become a God of peace; finners, who were enemiet - 
are reconciled to God, and the enmity WD Jews. 
and Gentiles is removed. 1282 1 
ere bra *. 1 
A. Becauſe it is diſpenſed to ſinners, 3 all the . | 
periods of the church, in full and free promiſes. 98: 
Q. And why. called the new. covenant'# | 
A. As diſtinguiſhed from the legal form in which 
it was adminiſtered under the Moſaic diſpenfation; and 
becauſe it can never wax old, or loſe, its £67 a/c Dat"; 
Hul when was it made? 
A1 Win Chriſt as the ſecond Aue, 8 io. how © 
id all the ele&- as his ſeed. J Cx 1 X14 353" 
Ao does it appear that the vevnane, of 8108 k 
was u made with Ci as the. brad of Als elec}. T. 1 
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* * 
of the Covenant of Crace. 8 
A. From their being choſen in him; before . 
tion of the world; the covenant was confirmed of God 
IN CHRIST, before the manifeſtation of it to Abraham; 
the promiſes of grace and glory made to the elect in it, 
were made to them as conſidered i in Chriſt, and before 
the world began, Eph. i: 3, 4. The bleflings of it 


were given in Chriſt, before they had an actual exiſt- 


ence, 2 Tim. i. 9. All that Chriſt did and ſuffered was 
in their room, that the righteouſneſs of the law might 
be fulfilled in them; in a word, the federal headſhip 
of Chriſt may be concluded from Adam being the re- 
preſentative of all his natural offspring, in which * 


was the figure of him that was to come. 


Q. What do you mean by the elect? 8 

A. A certain number of mankind, whom God did 
chooſe in Chriſt from eternity. 

40 Q. To what were they choſen?  - 

A. To ſalvation, through ſanRtification of the Spi- 


rit, and belief of the trutn. 


Q. When was the covenant of grace made? 

© It is his own promiſe and purpoſe given us in 
Chriſt Jeſus BEFORE THE WORLD BEGAN. | 
Q. When was it firſt publi iſbed to men? 

A. Immediately after the fall, inthe firſt promiſe, and 
farther opened up to Noah, Abraham, the church at 
Sinai, and by the Old-Teſtament prophets, till at laſt 
the cleareſt edition of it was given out under the goſpel. 

Q. What was the meritorious condition f the covenant 
of grace? 


A. That Chriſt, as FE? Adim, ſhould fulfil all 


the righteouſneſs required in the broken law, and a- 


tone for the breach of it. 
2 herein then does the righteouſs of Chriſt. con- 


A. In pie holineſs of nature, obedicnce of life, and 
ſufferings even unto death. 
45Q Why was holineſs of nature neceſſary 7 
A. Becauſe God having made man upright, the low 
erde that this purity ſhould be retained by him, 
and tranſmitted to his poſterity, and W guns 


demns every uaholy creature. (8 He-$5 
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"Of " Covenant f Grace. 97 
2. What was the neceſſi ity of his yieldi ing perfert t 
obedionce 2 © 1 
- A. Becauſe kvrein the firſt” Adam, and all his pol 1 
terity likewiſe have failed; and yet the whole law muſt 
be obeyed, in the moſt perfect manger, before man | 
can enter into life. 
Q. And why was ſatisfaftion for ſin ho 104 ſpenſable ? 
A. Becauſe of the truth of God in the threatening, 
and his purity and juſtice as Governor of the world. ö 
Q Can faith, repentance, and ſincere obedience be pro- 
perly called the condition of the covenant of grace? 3 
A. I am much rather diſpoſed to confider theſe as be- 
longing to tHe adminiſtration of the covenant, as it is 
evident they are PROMISED: therein, after a moſt abſo- 
lute manner. As to faith in particular, it is the 1 Þ 
of God, Eph. ii. 8. As to repentance, the Prince an 
Saviour exalted GIVES it, Acts. v. 31. And in like 
manner ſincere obedience, Ezek. xxxvi. 27. I WILL 
put my Spirit within you, and caufe you to walk in 
my ſtatutes,” And now. I aſk, with what propriety '$ 
of language can a FREE GIFT be called the condition 
of a covenant? 
Q. Whom do the Nantes F the new covenant reſpet ? 
£4 A. They partly reſpect Chriſt himſelf, the head of 
it, and partly terminate upon believers, his ſeed. 


o n © 
— — — 


; Jo Q. What promiſes direfly reſpea Chrift bimſelf ? | 

| 7 All of them may be reduced to three heads. The 

ö promiſes of aſſiſtance, acceptance, and reward. - 

Q. What reward was promiſed unto him? 4 

1 A. A new intereſt in God, as his God and Father; 1 

a glorious exaltation; a numerous ſced; his being 
appointed heir of all things, and obtaining dominion 11 

— over all his and his people's enemies. 1 


Q. What bleſſings are Aare in the covenant to be- 1 
levers, Chriſt's Seed ?. F | 
J. An intereſt in God pimſelf, WR all his 8 1 
tions; in Chriſt, and all his fulneſs 3 ; and i in the Holy Þ | 
Spirit, with all his gifts and graces. . ' | 
Q. What, good is contained in hat great promiſe, *7 | 
will be to them a Cd? 5 1 | 
A. Much more. than the heart of man can conceive M1] 


— —— — — — 
—— — 


1 
I 


. 


| als to the diſeaſed: as a prophet for the ignorant, a 

| ranſom for the guilty, ſtrength to the weak, an exam- 
ple to his followers, a comforter to the caſt down, a | 
.- reſt to the weary, a father of the ett a n 
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97 the Prone of the Covenant. 


particularly, that his wiſdom-ſhall direct us, his power 
protect us, his juſtice acquit us, his holineſs ſanctify us, 


his mercy ſhall pity us, his goodneſs ſupply all our f 
wants, his truth implement the promiſes; that his all- ? 
| ſufficiency ſhall be the extent of our portion, his excr- ff Þ 


| Nity the date of our happineſs, his unchangeablerieſs 
dur ſecurity for all, and his providence ſhall make all 1 
92 work together for our good. : 


Q #hat ' bleſſings are wrapt up in Chriſt the great y 

_ promiſed ? 4 
He that hath the Son hath life and all things ; 

particularly he is promiſed, as light to the blind, life 
to the dead, liberty to the captives, food to the hun- 
cloathing to the naked, riches to the poor, ef ar 


er to the tempted, c. GGG. 

- 55 Q What bleſſings do roy enjoy who receive the 

promiſe of the Spirit? 

9 They receive along with himſelf de vifts and ; 
graces : : particularly, he is in them the Author and 
Spirit of faith the Spirit of repentance; the Spirit of 
grace and ſoppbeaczen; the Spirit of wiſdom and re- 
velation the Spirit of light, life, and liberty; the Spirit 
of love, of power, and of a found mind; the Spirit of 
conviction, regeneration, confolarion, and joy; the 
Spirit of adoption, mortification of fin, and holineſs ; 
the Spirit of praiſe and-gratitude z and u Spirit of glory, 
giving the aſſurance and earneſt of it, and ſealing” up 
the bcliever to the day of redemption. © | 

Q. Can any creature need or wiſh for any god that 


it nat contained in theſe promis? | 


A. Surely no; this covenant of Money” is all our 

deſire, and all our ſalvation... | 
Q. 'What is the nature of the rng 9 : 

A. they are great and precious; ordered i in all Ain, 

and ſure; and ſuited to every caſe, They were ſtriétly 

conditional to Chriſt, and therefore free to us, RO 

are poor, miſerable, blind, and naked. | 


1 
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4 4 E the Hor txgss the Covenant. 11 if 
Q. What is the origin and ſource' of the promiſes * \| 
g. The free and ſovereign love of God is the proper 
fauntain of them; and the promiſed bleſfings are con- 
veyed to us through the mediation of Chriſt, by ns | | 
power and grace of the Holy Ghoſt. 4 

Q To whom are the promiſes deco er who may 3 
warrantably embrace thom ? „ 5 

A. The promiſe, in the offer, is, ux ro W (aud to 
your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many Þ 
as the Lord our God ſhall call, Acts ii. 

60 Q. By whom are the promiſes actually eſe Nd? 
A. By believers in Chriſt only: he that believeth 
HATH, everlaſting life. I ye be Chriſt's, then ye are 
heirs of the promiſe. 


Q. Can this covenant of oremife be broken, as the 
covenant of works was ? 

A. No: The God of truth hath ſworn by his holineſs, 
ſaying, * My covenant I will not break, nor / alter the 
* word that is gone out of my lips: therefore erer 
© ſhall be built up for ever, Pſalm lxxxix. —4 

Q. What ought to be the temper, charadtar, and conduct | 
of thaje who are brought within this covenant of promife * 

A. Being a choſen generation, they are an holy nation, 
a peculiar people, zealous of good works, that they may 
ſhew forth the praiſes of him, who bath called them out 
of darknefs into his marvellous light. | 

Q Is holy obedience a matter left to their own eption, 
or is it indiſpenſably binding upon them? p 

A. As ſure as God liveth, and they are creatures, 
they are not, they deſire not, THEY CANNOT BE with» 
out law to God, but are under the law to Chriſt. 


Q. What 1s the law of - God they are under to Chrift, as 
their King and Head ? 


A. It always was, fill is, and for ever will be, the 
law of the ten commandments, contained Exod, xx. and 
from thence tranſcribed into our public catechifms. 


65 Q. Bat does not the Hpoftle Paul affirm concerning 4 | 
believers, that they are not under the law ; yea, that they * | 


are become dead to the lau by the body of Chrift ; and 


that they are delivered from the lau, where 0 were 
held, Rom. vi. 14. vii. 43 6.? 


ä o the HoLINnEss of the Covenant. 
A. For ſolution, of this difficulty let it be obſerved, 


| thatalthough believers are dead to the law as a covenant 


of works, yet they are neceflarily under it as a rule of 
moral conduct; though it is at an end as to the form of 
the adminiſtration of it by Moſes, yet the matter, the 
ſum, and ſubſtance of it, remains firm and unalterable ; 


believers are delivered from it as a yoke of bondage, but 
continue under it as a perfect law of liberty; though 


they are reſcued from the curſe and condemnation of it, 
they are not exempt from obedience to it; and though 
they are not to ſeek for juſtification by it; yet being 


juſtified freely by grace, they are under the greateſt 


obligations, and actually have the ſtrongeſt inelination 
conſtantly to obey all its commands. 
Q. Why is the moral law ſo perpetually and indiſpenſably 


| binding upon all, in every flate ? 


A. Becauſe founded in the nature and perfeftions of 
God, and neceſlarily reſulting from our relation, to him 


as his rational creatures. - 


Q. Why ought Chriſt's covenant people to be þ careful 


in maintaining obedience to the holy law? 


A. From regard to the authority and excellence of the 
law itſelf; as this is one deſign of their election, redemp- 
tion, and effectual calling; as this is a proper expreſſion 
of gratitude to God; as neceflary to our eſcaping of eter- 
nal miſery, and to qualify us for heaven; as an evidence 
of the truth and fincerity of our faith, and intereſt in the 
covenant; as uſeful to juſtify our profeſſion, adorn the 
doctrine of God our Saviour, and to glorify our heaven- 
ly Father; as hereby too, our own inward peace and 
comtort are maintained, our aſſurance of ſalvation is 
ee and our future reward is enlarged. | 

. What are the moſt cogent motives to good works ? 

A. The authority of the Lawgiver and the terrors 
of the Lord ſhould perſuade thereunto; as alſo the love 
of Chriſt conſtraineth us, the beauty of his example, 


the encouragement of the promiſes, and the afſured 


_ afliſtance of the Holy Spirit 
Q. But if Chriſts children forſake his law, and break 
bis commandments, what then ? 


2p A. He vill viſit their trapſgreflions wich the rod, and 
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their iniquities with ſtripes. Tho? he forgive the fin, he 
will Long vengeance upon their inventions, Pfal. xcix. 8. 
o Q. Shall the fatherly chaſtiſements, here promiſed, 

be effetual to reclaim them from their backſlidings ? 
A. No doubt of it ; they ſhall have reaſon to ſay with 
David, It is good for me that I have been afflifted, that 


aſtray, but now I have kept thy word. 

Q. 1s this all that they ſhall ſuſſer, or that their fa ins 
deſerve ? 

A. Their fins, as much as the fins of others, yea more 
ſo, deſerve damnation ; but being delivered from the 


curſe and the wrath to come, by a ſtanding intereſt in . 
y are now chaſtened of 


the Surety's righteouſneſs, t 
the Lord that they may not after warde be condemned 
with the world. 


Can any then, who are once brought into the coves. 


nant, ever lofe their intereſt in it? 4 
A. How is it poſſible they can, confidering that the 
| [{Weverlaſting covenant bears, that God will not turn away 
from them to do them good, but will put his fear in 
| their hearts, that they ſhall not depart from him? 
| Q. Have theſe peculiar doctrines of Chriſtianity, abſolute 


ort of tendency to encourage licentiouſneſs, or to make 
void the holy lau? 


leſs cavils of ignorant and fooliſh men, who are enemies 
to the doctrines of grace. But by ſuch principles, and 
by them alone, holineſs is promoted, and the moral law 
is eſtabliſned in its perfection, ſpirituality, and perpetu- 


ity; whereas an eaſy matter it were to prove every op- 
polite principle unfriendly to holineſs, and tending to 


ſubvert and.deſtroy the law, as though itſelf and its 


8 

- slorious Author were as mutable as the creature. Lea, 
| I ſuſpect it follows from ſome modern principles, that. 
4 inperfection is not only tolerated, but eſtabliſhed by 


the law, which if true, the commundment would no 
longer be what it is, holy, juſt, and good. 


A, By taking hold ot it 1 taith, and uniting with 


— 


" 


— 


I might learn thy ſtatutes; before I was afflicted I went 


election, free juſtification, infallible perſeverance, &c. any 


A. God Torbid. Such indeed have been the ground - 


Wy How are ſinners firft br ought into this holy covenant? 


1 


i 
! 


| 
1 
| 


i - 14 An INTEREST in the Covenant of Grace, ._ 


Chriſt, the covenant-head, we are perſonally and fa- 
_ viogly inſtated in its 
75 Q. What is the fitteſt and moſt hopeful ſeaſon of ta» G 
| king hold of God's covenant, or chfing with Chrift ? | ſh 
A. The period of youth. Then conſcience is more 
eaſily awakened, the my not yet ſo hardened through 
the deceitfulneſs of fin, vicious habits are not confirm - dy 


ed, the affections are more pliant, worldly cares are wo 
fewer, and God has promiſed ſpecial encouragements 
to thoſe who early give themſelves to him in covenant, n; 
Prov. viii. 17. - hi 
. What are the chief obftrufions peculiar to young pers 15 
hone; and which they ought to watch and pray againſt ? al 
A. The main and fundamental obſtruction to religion .. 
in every age, is the. univerſal depravity of human na- oy 
ture, perſons delaying or deceiving themfelves in this | 
matter through felf-conceit, by the pleaſures and vani- 
ties of youth; from falſe prejudices againſt religion as 
intolerably ſevere; they are apt to be heedleſs and in- WM” 
conſiderate, raſh and preſumptuous, to entertain ſan- * 


guine hopes of long life, and to be miſled by worthleſs 
companions. : 

Q. What are the evidences of a ſaving intereſt in the co- hci 
venant of grace? 

A. duch as have fled for refuge to che Surety of this ade 
better leſtament, they cordially acquieſce in, and ap- 
prove of ir as ordered in all things ; they are content 
with the dutics, as well as the privileges of the cove- 
nant, with the diſcipline, as well as the reward of it; 
the love of God habitually predominates in them; the 
doing and dying of the Mediator is the alone ground of 
their confidence before the Lord; the promiſes of the 
covenant are a ſatisfying portion to them, and the ſpi- i * 


rit and laws of it are within their hearts. 

Q. /Vherein do the covenant of WOrks and the covenant the 
F grace differ * ne: 
J. The covenant of works was made with the firſt 4 


Adam, a mere man, and fallible; the covenant of grace 
with Chriſt the ſecond Adam, the Lord from heaven, 
who changeth not: the one was a covenant of friend - 


of 


x; BP, the other a coycnamt ot reconciliation ; the end 


— 
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© Of the Offices of Chrift, relating to the Covenant. 15 
of the covenant of works was, to ſhew man his duty to 
God; but the great end of the covenant of grace is to 
ſhew the riches of God's mercy to ſinners ; the old co- 
venant terrifies a guilty criminal, and ſentences him to 
the curſe ; but the new covenant opens a door of hope, 
by which enter peace and pardon, comfort and ſtrength, 
holineſs and ſalvation. 

. Wherein da they agree ? 


his glory and man's happineſs are the ends of the one 
and the other, and in that life was the thing promifed 
all along. 

80 Q. What is the general office of Chr, with rela- 


4 They agree in that the author of both is God, 


n 
* tion ta the covenant ? = 
is A. It is his being the Mediator between God and mane | 
1— Q. What particular offices are included herein ? 
5 A. Several offices, in relation both to the MAKING 
* and ADMINISTRATION of the covenant. 

Q. What characters does he bear os to the making of 


6 the covenant ? 


A. He is the Redeemer, the Surety, and the facri- - 


= MWfcing Prieſt of it. 


Q. With what «ffices is Chrift veſted, reſoefling the 
\is Nadminiſtration of it ? 


Interceflor, and King of the covenant- 

Q. What does the title REDEEMER fuppoſe, with e 
rence to us? 

4. That we are under bondage and captivity to fin, 
Satan, the vanities of the world, the fear of death, 
and dread of hel}, through breach of the firſt covenant. 

85 Q. How did the right of redemption belong to chriſt? 

A. As no man could redeem himfelt, far leſs his brother, 
ant the right of redemption by law fell to him who was our 
near Kinſman, bone of our bone, and fleſh of our fleſh. 
Q. What was the duty or office of the kinſman redeem- 
under the old law ? 


redeem the mortgaged inheritance, to ranſom. his poor 
cinſmen from bondage, and to avenge the blood of his 
lain relation upon the deſiroyer. 


— 
—— 


A. He is the Truſtee, the Teſtator, the Prophet, 


A. He was to marry the widow of the deceaſed, to 


f gy in a ſpiritual ſenſe, for us his poor kinſmen ? 


called in ſcripture his ſeed, the children of God, his“ 1 
ſheep, his friends, his church, his people, A Ne | 


16 Of the Offices of Chriſt, relating to the Covenant. 
Q. Does our kinſman Redeemer Chriſt perform all 


A. Yes: he hath eſpouſed our nature, which makes 
way for the myſtical union; he hath bought back the 
forfeited inheritance of glory and eternal life; he re- 
deems from the curſe of the law, from a preſent evil 
world, and from the dominion of ſin; and avenges 
our blood upon the arch enemy Satan, deſtroying him 
that had the power ot death, and delivering them who 
through fear of death were ſubj<e& to bondage. 

Q. How does Chriſt redeem the elect from ſpiritual bon 
dage and captivity ? _ 

A. Both by price, giving his life a ranſom for many; 
and by power, when he looſeth the bands of the priſo- 
ders, and admits them into the glorious liberty of the 
fons of God, 

Q_ For whom did Gi become the Surety of the ber. 
ter Teſtament? 

A. For a certain number given him of the Father, 


an ma Mw nt..c wo ae ao m=e 


Peopie: and the like. | 
9 Q For what did he become their Surety ? ?, 6 
A. To pay the debt of puniſhment for all e ſins, 

original and actual; and alſo for the debt of perfect obe- 

dience to the law, as the only condition of life and fal- ; 
vation, according as it was ſtated in. the firitcovenant. 
Qu Was it not neceſſary then, that he ſhould likewiſe 


become a Jacrificing Prieft ?— 

4. Yes: This covenant of reconciliation between an 
offended God and ſinners, could not be MADE but 
through the mediation of a ſacrificing Prieſt. i 

Q. Mat do you mean by ſuch a Priæaſt? ) 

A. A public perſan, who deals with an offended 
God, in name of the guilty for reconciliation, by a ſal _ 
crifice, which he offers to God upon an altar, bein = 
thereunto called of God, that he may be accepted. tt 

Q. Who were the moſt eminent types of Chriſt as a Prie/i 2 


A. Aaron the Jewiſh high-prieſt, as alſo the othe 
prieſts of the Levitical order ; but ina more glorious man 


ner Melchizedek, as the apoſtle to the Hebrews declares 
Fe WR PR PET IP re . 


| 


Of the Offices of Chriſt, relating te the Covenant. 
Q.-Hherein did he infinitely ecel them all ? 
hey were merely men, and mortal men too, 
yea they themſelves were ſinners, nor had they any 
thing of their own. to offer, nor indeed was there any 


17 


end of their offeripgs, and all were but tigures of him 
that was to come; whereas Chriſt himielt is the ſub- 


tance; a Prieſt of another tribe, is God as well as man, 
was ſeparate from ſinners ; hath an uachangeable prieſt · 
hood, and by the once offeri ing of himſelt through the 
eternal Spirit, made a proper, perfect, and e ffectual 


atonement for all bis people, in every period of time 


and nation of the world: 


95 Q. Upon whom is the ADMINISTRATION of the co- 


venant devolurd ? 

A. Upon the Mediator Himſelf; who is therefore 
conſtituted the "Truſtee, the Teſlaior, the Prophet, 
Interceſſur, and King of the covenant. 

Q Why do you call him the IRUSTEE of the covenant ? 


A. Becawe it hath pleaſed the Father, that in him 
mould all tulneſs dwell, that of his tulneſs we may all 
receive, and grace for grace. | 


Q. How does he convey theſe bleſſings to his people? 


4 s the glorious TESTATOR, be conveys all the 
bleſſings of his Teſtamemt, as rich and free legacies to 


finners ot mankind. 
Q. What bleſſnigs dees he di liſpone by way of legacy in 
his Teſtament? 
A. All the benefits of Js new covenant, even HIM 
SELF, and ALL THINGS in and with him. 
To whom do theſe legacies or bleſſings appertain ? 
A. They were eternally deſigned tor the elect, they 
are actually poſſeſſed by true believers, and they are f. ee- 


* offered in the goſpel to ſi ners of mankind as ſuch. 


100 Q Why was be conſtituted the prophet of the coven:int ? 
A. hat as the meſſenger of the covenant he might 


reveal it ; that as the faithful witne's be might confirm 


the truth of it; and that as the interpreter, one among 
a thoufand, he. might effeQually teach the Waere of 


it. to our falvation. 


Q. Upon what ground is. Chriſt cdnitted an ee, 


aer INTERCESSOR 7 K 
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Of the Mediator t Humiliat ion. 
A. There could have been no room te plead our 
cauſe in heaven, if he had not before redeemed us to 
God, with his own precious blood, upon earth, 

Q. 1s net his interceſſion always prevalent? 

A. Moſt certainly; as a prinee he hath power with 
God, and prevails. For he intercedes in virtue of a com- 
miſſion from the Father; there is likewiſe aninfinite digni- 
ty derived from the perſon of Chriſt to his interceſſion, 
as well as to-his ſacrifice; the matter and end of his inter- 
ceſſion is ſo agreeable to his Father's will and glory, that 
he can no more reject his ſuit, than deny himſelf; and ac- 
cordingly we have already many inſtances of his ſucceſs. 

Q. What ends are accompliſhed by his interceſſion ? 

A. The preſervation of the church, the miſſion of 
the Spirit, the myſtical union, ſecurity from condem- 
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tnation, acceptance at the throne of grace, relief under 


temptations, progreſſion in holineſs, perſeverance in 
grace, an abundant enterance into heaven, and a par- 
ticipation of his own glory. 5 | . 

Q. Of what importance is his kingly office, in the ad- 
miniſtration of the covenant ? 

A. As Lord and King he appoints ordinances and 
ambaſſadors for bringing ſinners into the covenant, 


and for conürming the covenanted ; and effectually 


lubdues the ele to himſelf, by the power of the Spirit 


accompanying the ſame. | 

105 Q. How does the King of ſaints rule and govern 
them after ths? n 

A. tie writes the law of his covenant upon their 


- hearts, gives them the rewards of his grace in the courſe 


of their obedience, bleſſes them with the diſcipline of 
the covenant, in caſe of diſobedience ;z gives them re- 


. pentance for and remiſſion of their daily ſins; affords 


them defence and refuge whilſt in this life they are 
among their enemies; and at laſt, puts them in full 


poſſeffion of the crown of life, the inheritance incor- 


ruptible, and the * pe that cannot be moved. 
Q. In what eftate does the Mediator execute theſe offi 
ces, with relation to the covenant ? ; 


A. Both in a ſtate of humiliation, and in a ſtate of 
exaltation. ' MASTER 


2 
* 
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title Mediator's Humiliat ion. 19 
Q. What do you mean by Chriſt's humiliation ? 

A. His taking upon him the form of a bond-ſervant, 
and being found in faſhion as a man, becoming obe- 
dient to death, even the death of the croſs. 

Q. What was the cauſe of ſo deep humiliation ? 

A. Nothing but his own and his Father's love to fin» 
ners of mankind. 

Q.: Wherein did Chrift brand himſelf ? 


A. In his birth, life, death, and after his death till 


his reſurrection. See Larg. Cat. 


110 Q. Why was it neceſſary he ſbould have humbled | 


himſelf jo lou as to be a CHILD BORN for us ? 


[7 


| 


A. lhat he might be our near kinſman; that he | | 
might prefent human nature again to the ſupreme -} 


Judge as perfectly pure as- the holy law requires; and 
that he might be capable of obedience, ſympathy, and 
ſuffering unto death. 

Q. Ought not this — of Chrift to os wondrous 


in our eyes? 


A. Without controverſy, great is the myſtery of godli- | 


neſs! The glory of the eternal God veiled in our nature! 
The Father of eternity becoming a creature of time! and 
the Holy One ot Itrael made fin for us; which is infinitely 
more than had the tun been converted into a elod of duſt, 
or the higheſt ſeraph in heaven iuto a crawling worm! 

Q. How did Chrift humble himſelf in his life 

A. He was made under the law, undergoing the mi- 
ſeries of this life, and the wrath of God. 

Q What law was the Mediater made under? 


A. He contormed indeed to the ceremonial and judi- 


cial inſtitutions both; but his chief deftign was to tulfil 

all the righteouſneſs of the MORAL LAW, as a covenant 

of works, which he magnified and made honourable. 
Q. Why was be made under the lau? 


A. Whatever obedience he himſelf could owe-to Go | 
as veſted with our nature, yet doubtleſs his obeying it 


a BOND SRK VAN T, Was to redeem them that were * 
the law, that we might receive the adoption of fons. 


115 Q. What miſeries in life did the Mediator undergo ? 


A. Perſecution, temptation, deſertion, and ſuch in- 


Armities of our nature as were ſinleſs and common. 


1 
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. Of the Mediator Sister ingi. | 
Q. By whom was be perſecuted 9 1 
th A. Of a truth, both Herod 4nd Pontius Pilate, with 
the Gentiles and the people of Ifracl, were 0d to- 
| gether againſt the holy Child Jetus. | 


| 
Th Q. What perſecution did he ſuffer frem Herd D | 
| 4. When an infant, Herod ſoughr his life, and had 
not his parents, divinely warned. fled with him into E- 
| gypt, he had been flain with the children of Bethlehem. 
. What mal-treatment had he from the Jews ?. 
| A. They would not. own his glory as the Son of God; 
they queſtioned his miſſion, though confirmed by many 
if inconteſtable miracles; they reproached him as a man 
' gluttonous, a wine bibber, and a friend of publicans and 
þ !. finners; they aſſerted his miracles to be wrought by 
Beclz bub. the prince of the devils ; ſometimes they be- 
ſooght him to depart out of their coaſts, and refuſed to 
give him entertainment in their houſes; yea, they at- 
1 tempted to take away his life before his hour was come. 
Q. #hat did be ſuffer under temptation ? 
© A. He ſuffered being tempied in the wilderneſs to 
Ts his Sonſhip; to preſumption and ſelf- murder; 
to idolatry and devil-worthip : In fine, he was in all 
poinis tempted like as we are, yet without fin; that he 
might know, how to ſuccour thoſe who are tempted. 
120 Q. Had he any Wee from his diſciples ann} 
his laſt ſufferings ® \ - 
A. Yes: he was betrayed by one, thrice denicd by 
another, and forſaken by all the reſt. ' 
Is the naue, ＋ Judas enen fo the truth 
- -of Chrittianity AL 
| A. Far from itz on the cohtrary, bis 8 and 
conduct is a ſtrong confirmation of it. Though our 
Lord knew from the beginning who ſhould betray him, 
he did not hefitate to admit Judas a witueſs of his whole 
private life and doctrine, not regardingin the leaſt what 
Advantage he might rake of any thing he ſaid or did. 
8 2 What' occaſioned the ne which. the. Mediator 
ſuffer ed in our world ?\ © - 
| A, Thoſe above mentioned os bers 0 vere without 
405 advices or form of no but at laſt he is ED 
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O the Sufferingt and Innocence of Chrift. 


alledged crimes both againſt the ſtate and the church. 
Q. What crimes againſt the late was he charged with ? 
4. The Jews accuſed him, ſaying, We found this 
fellow perverting the nation, and forbjdding to give tri- 
bute to Cæſar, ſaying, That he himſelf was a King. 
Q. Was it then from loyalty to Ceſar, and zeal for the 
Roman government, they delivered him ? 
A. Far from it: had he been indeed an enemy to 


21} 
tried, and condemned before a court of judicature for 


Cæſar, they would have been his moſt reſolute follow- 


ers and adventurers, being quite impatient of a foreign | 


_ 


Q. What impaety * the church was he im- 


pea chad for? 


4. The high-prieſt concluded that he ſpoke blaſphe- | 


my, becauſe he afferted himſelf to be the Chriſt, the | 
Son of God, in ſuch an high ſenſe, as that in fo ſay- 


ing he made himſelf equal with God. 


Q. Was he convifted by the teſtimony of witneſſes, as ] | | 


guilty of any crime whatever ? 


A. No ſuch thing: his enemies indeed ſought falſe wit- ⸗ 
neſſes againſt him to put him to death, but found none: 


yea, though many witneſſes came, yet found they none. 


Q. If there is no legal pre of guilt in him, was there 
Sufficient evidence of perfect innocence ? 


A. That there was : Judas the traitor, Pilate the 


judge, and the centurion with his band, concurred | ia 


atteſting his integrity. 

Q. Hou did Judas the traitor attef it ? | 

A. He repented, and brought again the thirty pieces 
of ſilver to the chief prieſts and elders, ſaying, I have 
© ſinned in that I have betrayed the INNOCENT blood. 

.Q. How did Pilate, who condemned him, atteſt the:ame? 


A. He took water, and wathed his hands before the 
multitude, ſaying, I am innocent of the blood of this 


JUST PERSON. 


. 


130 Q What Kimo diu the Roman Centurion and lis 1] 


band bear to Chriſt ?. 


A. When they ſaw the e and thaſe thiogs 


that were done, they. feared - greatly, ſayiogs TRULY 
THIS WAS THE HON OF GOD. 


4 % — * % 
Q L, 


_ Of the las Sufferings of Chriſt. 
; Q. Could not he have prevented being delivered into the 
Hands of his enemies ? © 

A. Na doubt he could: when he aſked the band led 
on by Juda - Whom ſeek ye? and told them, I am he, 
12 went backward and fell to the ground : He after- 
| wards obſerved to them, that he might pray to his Fa- 
ther, and he would preſently give him more than twelve 
legions of angels. 


Q #hat indignities did he ſuffer from the Gentiles, as 
' hinted at above? 


| A. Herod with his men of war ſet him at nought, 
[ and mocked him, and arrayed him in a gorgeous robe, 


and fent him again to Pilate, who rere Jeſus, 
| when he had ſcourged him, to be crucified. 


I Py ure was he otherwiſe infulted by Jews and Gen- 
ring this laſt, ſcene of ſuſforing? 

A. Some began to ſpit upon him, and to buffer him ; 
118 | they all preferred Barabbas to him, and derided him 
in his ſevera! offices, beſides denying his fupreme deity. 
Q. How did they deny mr arvincty and Sonjeip # 
A. If thou be the Son of God,” ſaid they, come 
' © down from the croſs. He del in God: let him 
deliver him now if he will have him: for he ſaid, I 
am the Son of God.” 


135 Q. How did they contemn the great Prophet of the 
" church ? 


A. They ſmote him with the palms of their hands, 

| after blindfolding him, and ſaid, PkRopursy unto us, 
thou Chrift, who is he that fine thee. © 

| . How did they expreſs their Meſphemy againf his 

| pri hood ? 


A. The chief prieſts mocking bim, with the ſeribes and 
elders, faid, He ſaved others, himſelf he CANNOT SAVE. 


A. They put on him a ſcarlet robe, and when they 
| i had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon his 
| head, and a reed in his right hand, and they bowed 
the knee Defore him, and mocked him, ſaying, Hail 
| King OF ruf JEWS. - 

Q. Pejides theſe, and the other bodily torments he en- 
| dured, what dia he ſujfer i in his foul E 
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Q And how was he derided in his regal dignity ?- 0 


. a it © Swans OA 


Of the DESIGN of Chriſt's Death, 


God's wrath. 


Q. #hat may be be ſuppoſed to have ſuffered from the 


terrors of death, and the powers of darkneſs ? 


A. During that hour, the devil, who had the power } | 
of death, probably had a great hand in fettiug before {1 
his view the terrors of God's wrath due to fin, with | 


deſign either to drive our daviour to deſpair, or induce 


him to repent of his . or at leaſt to take ö 


ſome indirect means to decline ſuffering. 
142 Q, When did he bear the wrath of God? 


A. All along, but in a more remarkable manner and 


meaſure, in the garden of Gethſemane, and upon the 
crols. 


in the garden? | 

A. Being in an agony, he Haid, * My ſoul is excets- 
ing ſorrowful even unto death; and he prayed, Fa- 
ther, if it be poſſible, let this cup paſs from me. 


Q. How do you know that he endured the wrath of G | 


upon the croſs ? * 

A. There, Jefus cried with « loud voice, : My God, 
my God, why haſt thou forſaken me?“ 

\ Was not Chr iſt the object of his Father's love not« 
Wi th nding ? | 

A. Yes: He was always his delight, and particular- 
ly it PLEASED the Lord to bruiſe him. 

5 Did he undergo all theſe fufermgs voluntarily, or of 
necefjity ? 

A. He was quite voluntary The Jews indeed took, 
condemned, and crucified him in.a violent manner, 
and, without aſking his conſent, but not againſt his 
will. Accordingly, be rebuked Peter for dillnading 
him from ſuffering ; he longed for his bloody baptiſm, 
and haſtened Judas to do his part quickly. When they 
would have made him a King he hid himſelf, but when 


they came to make him a ſacrifice he frankly ſurrender- 
ed. Though his enemies went backward, and fell to 
the ground, he would not fly; nor at his trial make 


any defence that' might bring him off. No man,“ 


- . 


23 | 
J. He conflicted with the terrors of death, and the 6 
powers of darkneſs, and felt and bore the weight of | 


Q. How does it appear that he bore the wrath Yi God | 


\ 
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124 Of the DESIGN brit: Death. - 

If faith he, * taketh my life from me, but I lay it down of 
i * MYSELF; I have power to lay it down, and I haye 
power to take it again.“ | 
| 145 Q. How does it appear that Chriſt really died? 
. When the foldiers came to Jeſus and faw that he 
vas dead already, one of them with a ſpear pierced his 
1!!! fide, and forthwith came thereout BLooD and WATER; 
And he that ſaw it bare record, and his record being 
% true, is an abſolute demonſtration of the reality of his 
_ and alſo his nee in the grave till the third 
101 * 

Q. Ought not Chrif to have ſuffered theſe things ? | 
A. Yes, becauſe without thedding of blood is no re- 


miffion: And it became him, for whom are all things, g 
and by whom are all things, in bringing many ſons * 


unto glory, to make the Captain of their falvation per- 
fect through ſufferings. 

Q. Lould the load of 0s or of all the creatures, ex- 
piafs in? 

A. It is impoſlible, faith the ſcripture. The blood 
of Jeſus Chriſt. oNLx cleanſeth, us from fin. + 

Q. Whether then ſhould the death of Chriſt be viewed as 
a martyrdom, a ranſom, or an example? 

A. Chicfly as a ranſom, or as the ſacrifice of a prieft. 

Q. But 4 not Chriſt . ſet us an example in. his 

| Aeris Pcs 
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reſignation, meckneſs, fortitude, and forgiveneſs of in- 
jurics, as to the manner in which he bore his ſufferings. 
150 Q. But I aſt, Was the ſettings us an example the 
only end Had defigh of his ſufferings even unto death ? 
Buy no manner of means. His death, at this rate, 
could not have bees of the leaſt advantage to thoſe who 
died before Chriſt was crucifiedz and the ſaints under 


the New, as well as thoſe under the Old Teſtameart, f 
might have been carried to heaven without it, eſpecially , | 
conſidering that they were now compaſſed about with n 

* a ſtill greater cloud of witnefles. But beſides and above * 
all, be would with to die as he did, in an agony, 4 


ſorrowful and fore amazed, under the wrath of God, 


as it Lees abandoned of heaven and earib. 
0 
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bh 07 the Fruits of Chrift's Death. 25 
0 And was not his death 4 Further confirmation of his 
dere ? | 
4. He was indeed a witneſs for the truth to the latt, 
but before that, his doctrine was ſufficiently coabrujed 
by a number of the moſt inconteſtable and beneficent 
miracles. _ 
But, indeperident of all miracles, whether before, at, 
or after his death, would his death have been a proper can · 
firmation of his religion ? 


4, It would not. This much indeed would have ap- | 


peared from his being a martyr to his doctrine, that he 
himſelf at leaſt believed it to be true; but it is eaſy to 
ſuppoſe, that one map ſo firmly believe a lie, or be ſo 
obſtinate, as to give his body to be burnt rather than 
relinquiſh it, But the Chriſtian ,religion ſeems to be 


more amply confirmed by the joyful and triumphant 


deaths of a noble army of martyrs, than by the mourn» 
ful exit af Chriſt himſelf, outwardly viewed. 


Q. What great and plericus ends in general were accom= 


Pliſbed by the ſufferings and death of Chriſt ? 

A. Chriſt by his death made a proper, real, and com- 
plete ſatisfaction to the juſtice of God for the fins of the 
world, Rom. iii. 25, 26. He brought in everlaſting righ- 
tcouſneſs, whereby the law of God is magnified and made 
honourable, Dan. ix. 24. Confirmed the new covenant, 
and rendered his teſtament of force, Heb. ix. 16. Con- 
demned fin, and deſtroyed this work of the devil, Rom. 


viti. 3. Bruiſed-the old ſerpent himſelf, and overcame 


him that had the power of death, Heb. ii. 14. Opened 
up a new and living way of accels into the holieſt of all, 
Heb. x. 19, 29. Aboliſhed the enmity between Jews 
and Gentiles, and reconciled both unto God in one 
body by the croſs, Eph. ii. 15, 16. He hath illuſtri- 


perfections, John xii. 28. Hereby too, honour and 


a name and a praiſe in the earth. IIa. liii. 10. f 
Q. What blefings does every believer, in particular, res 


ouſly diſplayed the. glory and harmony of all the divine 
glory redounds to himſelf, John xii. 23. And N | 


made his ſoul an offering for ſin, a numerous ſeed ſhall 
ariſe from age to age, to ſerve him, and be to him for 


ceive from the death and ſacr Vece of cur great high prieff? 1 


| ln 26 Of Chrifi”s : Humiliation after Death. 


A. Pardon, peace, and acceptance; the Spirit of 


adoption, and holineſs; victory over all enemies; and 
[i OL. into heaven at laſt. 


*. 5 5 Q. What miracles attended Chrift's death iis 
e fun was darkened at noon, graves were 0- 

2400 by an earthquake, and the vail of the temple 
was rent in twain from the top to the bottom. 

Q. What myſteries of godlineſs are to be ſeen and adored 
in the crucifixion of Chriſt ? ; 

A. Here we find the everlaſting fountain of j joy exceed. 
ing ſorrowful! The perfection of beauty with his viſage 


% - marred more than any man, and his form more than 


the ſons of men! The Creator and Proprietor of all, deſ. 


titute of every rag. in life and death! God bleſſed for 


ever, made a curſe for us! Behold here, communicants, 
the creditor become ſurety for the debtor, and paying 
the debt which was owing to himſelf! The Judge of all 
the earth brought under condemoation! The Prince 
and Lord of life ſtooping to the duſt of death! Here 
we ſee juſtice raging againſt the innocent, and abſolving 
the guilty without any injuſtice! Sin puniſhed, and the 
nner pardoned! the debt paid, and yet forgiven! the 
greateſt good brought out of the greateſt evil! Jeſus 
crucifed in weakneſs, like a ſlave, between two male- 
factors; and yet, at the ſame time, fitting vpon a crols 
as upon a chariot of ſtate, granting E and ſpoil- 
ing principalities and powers. 
Q. Hou did Chriſt humble himſelf after his death ? 

A. He was buried, and continued in the grave till 
the third day; which is ſometimes called his deſcend- 


Ut - ing into hell. 


Q. Can we conceive, that Chriſt aFually went into hell, 
| the place of torment, at, or after bis death? 15 
A. Not at all, it is a Popiſh fiction: The ſuppoſnion 
that he went into a priſon, where the ſouls of the Old- 
Teſtament ſaints were detained from heaven, and preach- 
ed the goſpel to them there, f is very abſurd; and no leſs 
roundleſs is it to imagine, that he deſcended locally 
dale hell to triumph over the devil. 
jet % IWhat then is the true meaning of his deſcending into 
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; 97 Chrifs Humilatich 4 Diath. 8 | 
A. The Hebrew and Greek words, which we tranſ- 
late hell, fignify not only that place of  tormienit, but like- 
wiſe the GRAVE, or the UNSEEN STATE, t Sam. ii, 
Jon. it. 2. 1 Cor. xv. 55. Rev. xx. 13. Andi in this laſt 
ſenſe only it is meant of Chriſt, whe it js faid,.* Thou 
wilt not leave my ſoul in HELL," th: 15 is, in che grave. | 

4 160 Q What Were the ends, "uſes, a id oft of C Chr, rat's | 
burial? © | 12. 1 

A. Thereby the verity of his death is demoriſtrated; il 


W Ay 


J. for his friends would never have buried him alive, nor if! | 
© indeed would Pilate deliver the body to them, till he bl | 
n BW was certified by the 'centyrion that he was really dead, 
Fr and if any doubt could remain after all, it muſt be re- 


moved by his burial. Aud by this fe veral* types and p ro- 1 
5, Wl phecies were fulfilled. And hereby he hath, deſtröh jed 

the laſt enemy, purſued him to- his ſtrong hald th 
grave, and ſnatched victory from him; and now the || 
grave is perfumed and made a ſafe reſting place for the — | 
ſaints, till the morning of the reſurrection. q 
58 How was the Mediator of the coverant exalted after 
he fuch humiliation ? © 


be A. He was exalted in his vidoribus reſurreion, tris 
us umphant aſcenfion, glorious fitting at the right hand of 
17 God, prevalent interceffion there, and ſhall be further 


exalted at his ſecond appearance and kingdom. ny 
< What was the neceſſity of his reſurreftion ? _ -- 

It was neceſſary in reſpect of our faith' ànd hap-- 
pineſs the eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity, the farther ex- 

ecution of his offices, and in re ſpect ot the truth of God. 

Q. What was the neceſſity of it, in reſpect of our faith. | 
and happineſs ? 

A. It Chriſt be not raiſed, our faith is vain, we are 
yet in our ſins, and they chat are fallen aſleep i in Chriſt 
are periſhed. _ 

Q. How was it-neceſſary i in confirmation of Chr 56110 > | 
A. If Chriſt is not riſen, our preaching is vain and: | 
falſe, the whole goſpel is but a cunningly deviſed fable. 
and the author of it a deceiver of the people. | 

365 Q. How did the glery of his offices depend upon it? | 

If Chriſt had not riſen, the truth and 8 gf. it 
* Spirit, eſſential to his prophetic office, had been lot: 
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1 26 Of Gris : Humiliation after Death. 


A. Pardon, peace, and acceptance; the 8 pirit of 


| | adoption, and holineſs; victory over all enemies; and 
| -admiffjon jogo heaven at laſt. 


1.4, 5 5 Q. What miracles attended Chrifts death ? 


e fun was darkened at noon, graves were o- 
22400 by an earthquake, and the vail of the temple 


Was rent in twain from the top to the bottom. 


_Q. What myſteries of godlineſs are to be ſeen and adored 
in the crucifixion of Chriſt ? 

4. Here we find the everlaſting fountain of joy exceed- 
ing ſorrowful! The perfection of beauty with his viſage 
; . marred more than any man, and his form more than 
the ſons of men! The Creator and Proprietor of all, deſ- 
titute of every thiag in life and death! God bleſſed for 
ever, made a curſe gn us! Behold here, communicants, 
the creditor become ſurety for the debtor, and paying 
the debt which was owing to himſelf! The Judge of all 
the earth brought under condemoation ! The Prince 
and Lord of life ſtooping to the duſt of death! Here 
we ſee juſtice raging againſt the innocent, and abſolving 
the guilty without any injuſtice! Sin puniſhed, and the 
Hnner pardoned! the debt paid, and yet forgiven! the 
greateſt good brought out of the greateſt evil! . Jeſu: 
crucifed in weakneſs, like a ſlave, between two male- 
factors; and yet, at the ſame time, fitting vpon a croſs 
as upon a chariot of ſtate, granting pardon, and ſpoil- 
Ing principalities and powers. 

Q. How did Chriſt humble himſelf after his death? 

A. He was buried, and continued in the grave till 

the third day; which is ſometimes called his deſcend- 


ing into hell. 


Q. Can we conceive, that Chriſt aFually went into hell, 
the place of torment, at, or after his death ? $5, 

A. Not at all, it is a Popiſh fiction: The ſuppoſnion 
that he went into a priſon, where the ſouls of the Old- 
Teſtament ſaints were detained from heaven, and preach- 
ed the goſpel to them there, f is very abſurd ; and no leſs 

roundleſs is it to imagine, that he deſcended locally 
into hell to triumph over the devil. 
5 Q. . then is the true meaning of his deſcending into 
Bell? 
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07 Chrifs H 4720 after Beatz. 27 
f A. The Hebrew and Greek words, which we trauſ- 
late hell, fignify not only that place of i torment, but 115 
wiſe the GRAVE, or the UNSEEN STATE, 1 Sam. ii, 
Jon. ii. 2. 1 Cor. xv. 56. Rev. xx: 13. And in this laſt 
ſenſe only it is meant of Chriſt, when it is faid,. Thou 
wilt not leave my ſoul id HELL, that is, in the grave. 
4 160 2 What Were the ends, uſer, and Test. 5 7 Chr Ps 
burial ? 1 
A. Thereby the verity of his death is demouſtrated, 
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. for his friends would never have buried him alive, nor 
indeed would Pilate deliver the body to them, till he 
n vas certified by the centurion that he was really, dead, 
Land if any doubt could remain after all, it mult be er 
or moved by his burial. And by this ſeveral types and b. | 
5, Wl phecies were fulfilled. And hereby he hath, deſtroye 

5 Wl the laſt enemy, purſucd him to- his ſtrong hold th 

all grave, and. ſnatched” victory from him; and now the {| 
20 grave is perfumed and made a ſaft reſting place for the . 


ſaints, till the morning of the reſurrection. 
8 Hou was the Mediator of the covenant exalted after 
he fuch humiliation? 


” A. He was exalted in his vioribus tifarreion, tris dl | 
15 umphant aſcenſion, glorious ſitting at the right hand of 1 
ef God, prevalent intercefion there, and ſhall be further 


exalted at his ſecond appearance and kingdom. 
< What was the neceſſtty of his reſurreftion *  _ 

It was neceſſary in reſpect of our faith' and hap- 
yield the eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity, the farther ex- 
ecution of his offices, and in reſpect ot the truth of God. 

Q. What was the neceſſity of it,” in respect of our faith- 
and happineſs ? ; 
A. If Chriſt be not raiſed, dur faith is vain;. we are 
yet in our fins, and they chat are fallen aſleep | in Chriſt | 
are periſhed. _ 
Q. How was it neceſſary in confirmation of Chr 75110 * 
A. If Chriſt is not riſen, our preaching is vain and. 
falſe, the whole goſpel is but a cunningly deviſed fable. : 
and the author of it a deceiver of the people. | | 
55 Q. How did the glory of his offices depend upon it? 
If Chriſt had not riſen, the truth and e of 


hy Spirit, eſſertial to his Prophetie office, bad been Joſt; 1 | 


— —r＋—iÄ PS ow —— et 
p * — — ** 


— — — —— — — 
. Ws . 444 3 — — 
* 12 — — 


—— — 


at as" 4 — th 


1 
— — 
r 
— 4 
3 
— — —» 


. | . up 2 third day, and ſhewed him | openly, not to all che 
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i #2 * Of the Reſurrection of Chrift. 
the merit and interceſfion neceflary to his prieſthood, had 
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been awanting; and all power in heaven and earth, neceſ- 
ſary to his regal di 17 had not been conferred upon him. 

. How a. 7 18 of. God concerned in 2he reſurrec. 
on ww Chriſt?” 
The Father: bad ſworn by. an oath, that he would 
wie 5 7 up; and declared by the prophetie Spirit, that 
he would not fuffer his oy One to ſee corruption, Acts 


O Hou does” the CERTAINTY of Chrift's refurreBie t 
a 2 9 457 445 5 t 
2575 The ervth 'of 5 it is abundaptly evident from he 
circumſtances and effects gf the thing itfelf; and from 


the teſtimonies that have cen. given of it. * © 
. What cincb MSTAN ens evince the truth of his re- 
urre ion? 2 


A. The rolliog away of the 2 ſtone from the door 7 
If the ſepylchre by an apgel from heaven, which Chriſt's WM 7: 
enemies had ſealed and made ſure ; the order in which 
the grave: clothes were found; the body having been © 
laid in a new ſepulchre, prevented any ſuſpicion that it I h 
was another; and other dead bodies of ſaints roſe, and ir 
appeared to many, ſhewing the poſſibility of a reſurrec · ! 

on, and doing honour to him who bad conquered i a 
gen and the grave. n 

Q. What 275 5 Chrifi's refurreBtion Further evinced f 
the certainty AR 

A. The effuſion of the divine Spirit, the working off 7 
miracles, the copverſion of multitudes, and the extra u 
ordinary gifts which men received, could not flow fron » 
u dead, but a riſen Jeſus. th 

170 Gi I hat ener have been given of the od by 
tion of 7/4 

A. Teltinontes of all forts, human, angelical, and 
divine,, H 
| . By what men was the reſurrettion attfted ? 

4. BA apoſtles, enemies, and others, who ſaw him 


7. teftimeny did the apoſtles give to it 8 
They unanimouſly declared that God raiſed him 
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AM 


and therefore 


fit to ſpe 


Fs IO HE $4193 Let all t e Ang 1 Gn God, . „ 
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| | o/ the ReſurreQion of brit 9 2 
people, but to witneſſes choſen before of God, Kola 2 | | 
me, faid they, who did cat and drink with him, afrer 1 
de rofe Feb che desde. a ativithon | f 
beet mier of Chr ateg 30? ei 
Some of the watch came into the e and „ | 
ed unto the chief prieſts alf the things that were done. 
Pilate alſo gave an wont of it to the Emperor and 
Roman ſenate, in whol records theſe things are ſaid ||| 
to hade been entered. 8 which might be added, has 14 
teſtimonies of Julian the bg oftate, an. others. 
** Io Bi Hh 4 for HE ve a er bis Pefurrtfiion yer” 
He 14. ſeen. of A oye five Hundred brethren at: | 
n "= Ned 14 
175 at - 357 be 7729 79 24x objeftion a- 
gainſt 2 reſurrektion , Gig it he oug 01 to baue 4ap— 
peared +þenly, 1 all the people and the 7 17 77 rat er than- 14 
to have kept 7 57 9 5 a 1 5 g | 
A. ts is an Twered : Te witl 2% believe e 
evangeliſts, would not habe been perſuaded though tuey 
had: ſeen one riſen from the dead „as was evident FI the " 
inſtance of Lazarus, and it v was now improper that Chriſt 
ſhould againfuffer the contradiftion of fingers to his face, | 
15 clared efore, that the world: ſhould o | 
moreſee þ 15 a nd morevyer he ju edi it more 
hi « (hork tins de Upon.carth: With! his diſciples, 1 
than i 15 kalten the' iel able {crup zples: of his ene } 
mies, "who now * big thys Jnithed. for their ö | 
unbelief, * ' Beſides all, it ; wes the Unt e f God th 
now, _ men (ould live by faith, and Ak the belief of. 
the 15 e ſhould not be pro r f 
by ny c arthly her. infyepce, 9 A bp: 1 ee. Ver. i 
Mat. teftimony did the an 795 {4 'to ys reſurreRion 
They told the woke 4506 0G lee, vin 
He is not- here, but þ e is riſen as h 500 N E 
yu at divine temen i is ; ſuperadged i Wa 
4 a the ather brought al ain. 18 he TI 1. 1 
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of the. 7 of. Chr P's N 


e ed Spy to God the + Fa 
y 


BY, TY er. f REG 0 ajthfulvefs! is ge jn ful. 
filling t ; prophecies concerning this 
matter, A bs Avi. J 2g. F Alſo the exceeding greatneſ⸗ 
of the doe r Was ts $A a moſt glorious man- 
rect G40 of C Fiſt, Ex ph. ä. 19, 20. „The 

guſt ice, of > hi Fa is 15 itz for when Chriſt 
had 19255 nis work as a ſurety, it was but juſt and equi- 
table that he ſhould be honourably diſcharged apd legally 
_acquitred, being looſed from the cords of death. And 
"the wiſdom, goodneſe,, ag grace. of God, which ap- 
858 in the ſeheme of, alvation, would, baye, been de- 

Chi} 1 raiſed from! 0 dead. 


1 


He Was NOOR the Son ot God, with power, 

77 7 to the fpirit of holiveſs, by his reſurrection from 

e dead. his thews that he is Lord of all, both of the 

15 id. 17 ie ning: "that he Bay the © keys ot hell and 
, Kath, ary and. will un 1 


raves of his pg ople, 

Fo 44 [them free, A . c OA: . By 105 it 555 

Ale 7 CER hac a finithed his work 55 in fulß ling 

Be, Ay FBI Wee, 0 obrainingredemption for us. 

bat 7 er ul ts 4,6 Chrif te? 5 er elend which re 

Ve att in general'a are enjoy 

OR ie Viitye « 4 0 in \ particular, h Was 
e 1 85 es ation; 1 for that is founde 

C $ Feld on his 12 ker 

viii. 33, 3 34, N 8 eneratioh is ah ther effet and 

ele od are Taid 0 be be olten ns” it 
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| 4 of Chri/ſPs Alcenſun- into Hea ven. 31 
% hath broken the cords of death, and the bars of the 
2 grave; and as he is the, firſt fruits, of chem that ſleep, ; 
Er, even ſo, doubtleſs, them alſo that fleep in Telus, will | 
1 God, bring. with him, who will change our vile body, 
er? that it may be faſhioned like unto his glorious body: 
ol Q. What practical improvement ought we to make 4 1 
ful · this capital dorine? , 
thi ll 4. Thus to judge,, that they who live thould, not | 
nel; henceforth, live unto themſelves, but unto him who | 
an- died for them, and, ROSE AGAIN, 4 
The N Hou lang did N continue, a earth wr his res || 


rift Surrefion ? 


JUi- A. Forty days. 3 n n, N 
ally Q. How was he employed during that time? 
Ind A. Confirming the faith of his diſciples, and TW 


A f LEAs in the nature and ae pee of his ſpiritual Bing | 
do- om. 
| "mo . Did he himſelf then in ka Tully open up the | 
Chriſtian ſyſtem to his fallowers, 'before he left this earth? | 
A.. He did not: There were many. ar ticles moſt eflen» | 
wal and fundamental which they could not then bear. [ | 
Howbeit, lays he, when the Spirit is corhe, he will guide | | 
you into all truth. He ſhall glority me ; for he ſhall | 
receive of mige, and ſhall ſhew it unto. you. Indeed 
the Chriſtian iſpenſation, properly y ſpeaking 8˙ Sl not | 
| 


fully.open till Jeſus was glorified, the apofile re- 
ceived the promiſe of the Fake HDR "the day of Pen- 
tecoſt. From whence I conclude, that we are It to 
form our ideas of Chrictanic) from Var is Harrg in 
; the goſpels only, but from the complete canon of the 
New Aden as founded upon „ and inleparably/ Fag* 
_necte with,the Ola.” ue 
Q. Huld it have been profitable fer the chu 750 bad 
wn . much longer 770 earth at their. head? | 
A. It was more expedient for us, t that he ſkould po. 0 
the S nor could. he be other ie preſent with cac N 
em, ab Dy his. "Spirit, now that they were to de [ 


0 itneſſes unto the UttErmo art of the earth, Wo 
. o 


— It 


rom its baying been both pr chgured and prędict- 
2 unger due Od Teſtament? j trom ts being at atieſted by by 
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32 
'the, apoſtles, and holy angels; and from the bleſſed 
Frujts of his actual ennie! to the throne of his glory. 

Q% ligwhat capacities did he aſcend ? © d 
* He aſcended as a victorious conquèror to receive 
1 triumph ; as our forerunner, to open the way to glory; 
12 the bridegroom and hufband of his church, * pre- 
0 place for us; as the great high prieft of our N 

eſñioh, to become an advocate with the Father, and to 
give boldneſs and confidence to every trat worthipper; 
as our exalted king, to rule over the houſe of avs for 
ever; as the good ſhepherd, to feed and lead bis flock, 
and lift them up for ever; and as our glorious repre- 
ſentative, to take poſſeſſion of the purchaſed inheritance. 

Q. What ſupporting Promiſe did e leave with his People 
at Farting from them ? 

A. If 1 go not away, ſays he, me Conitbeter will not 
| come unto you; but if Idepart, Iwill ſend him ped ou. 
190 Q. Abr what purpoſes doth he ſend the 
. As an interpreter, to teach us all things 3 z as a 
reprover, to convince the world pf fin, righteoufneſs, 
and judgment; as a comforter, to abide with us Res 
ever; as a witneſs, to teſtify of Chriſt; 44 a guide 
lead us into all truth; as a Temembrantet | an in übe, 

3 to apply the whole purchaſed redemprion,'i 10 ae 

of his office and undertaking id covenant.” 

| & ere was the Mediator ſet when he aſtended.” 

{ _ 4. Heſatdownontherighthand of the throne of God. 

1 e is meant by the RIGHT HAND of the throne 

7 * 1 wht" 188 

| be The dignity and glory of Chriſt in nis ex died 

4 | Mio? bis joy and fatisfaCtion ; his dominion and power 
over all creatures; and the excellency and adimfniftra- 

tion of his mediatorial Kingdom. 

e is implied in his SITTING at the "right band's 


A. The exaltation of kicbuniin nature in heaven above 
"all creatures, who ſtand and bow before the throne; 125 
ſatety and ſecurity from all after 1 'of enemies; 82 is 
. and continuance in this plorious ftate Ver. 

For zuhat ends doth Chriſt "ft the right. hand of God? 
For maxiftitation of his own” abd his Father's 
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1 for the good of the church mila to 
complete the joy of the church tt iumphaant. 


ſitting at the right hand of God ? 7 


Of the Adminiſtration of the\Covenaut of Grace. 33 


i95 Q. #hat improvement ſhould we. _ of Chris 


A. We ought to hearken diligently to. bit Sho 
ſpeaketh to us from heaven; to ſet our affectious on 
chloe that are above; to labour to enter into His reſt, 
and cultivate a deſire to depart and to be with Chriſty | 
and from this we -may be confident, that the gates: of | 
hell ſhall not prevail againſt the church. es 


Nele covenant \of grace is i 
dev ved wport Chriſt el. how: d he: now tn has. exs+ || 


alted flate adminiſter it ? 


A. By the written word and nreacked goſpel, i nad. hy 1 
eee eee 


the diſpenſation of the ſacraments, acco 
the power and energy of the Holy Ghoſt. 


Q, Cf what importance in the adminiſtration g the.co- { 


venant, is the reading and preacbing of the goſpel? 
A. Hereby the covenant: itſelf is revealed and un- 


folded, it is fully and freely offered ro Goners of man- 


kind without exception; and when the goſpel comes 
not in word only, but alſo. in power, and in the Holy 


Ghoſt, thoſe who were ſtrangers are brought into the | 


covenant, and united to Chriſt the covenant-head.. 

Q: Whether doth the. Spirit moſt ordinarily er 
the reading or preaching of the word for this purpoſe # | 
A. As faith cometh by hearing, it pleaſeth God dy. 
the fooliſhneſs of YnEACHING to ſave them that believe. 
In preaching the Lord Jeſus, the hand of the Lord is 
with his ſervants, whereby eee believe and are 
turned to the Lord. ä 

Q. What is the efficacy ft ibe 4 in the converſion 
of finners, compared. to in /criptare ? © 

4, It is likened to fire, which purifies 45 refinesz 
to a hammer, which rendeth the heart of ſtone; to 
rain, which refreſhes. and molliſies; to light, which 
guides and direQts ; and it is quick and powerful, and 
ſharper than any two-edged ſword, piercing even to 
the dividing aſunder of ſoul and ſpirit, and of the 
Joints and marrow, and is a diſcerner, of the thoughts. 
and intents of the heart. | | 2451 489 
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Of the SEALs of che Covenant of ole. 


| 2 1 Lee doth the Spirit make of the word written 
and preached to thoſe who are within the covenant? 


: 

A. They are thereby built up in holineſs and com- 
mir; fort, through faith, unto ſalvation. © _ 

2. Hhether are the facramenits de figned” to confirm the 
il word ur t firengthon our faith? © 

F 


„n. The whole: of revelation being the true ſuyings of 
od, cannot admit of higher confirmation than bis af- 
ſeverationland bath; but the ſacraments arc neceffary 
do ſtrengthen and confirm our faith. 
Q. I bat is the difference between et and ſacra- 
1 e conſidering both as means of grace and ſalvation? 
A. The word may be effectual to this end without 
the ſacraments j but dhe farraments' cannot avail wich- 
out the word. f 
Hou many;ſeals are nenn the covenant of grace? 
Under the old diſpenſation of the covenant there 
wow two; circumciſion and the paſſover : and under the 
ner, as many, viz. Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper. 
Q. How have they been uſually 'called ? 

A. Fhe deals ot this'tovenant were called by «be "721 
| tin dhurch, eee dy the Greek cburch, 
| MYSTERIES! | 
205 Q. bat ir meanrrby the word dense ? 

_ The word SACRAMENT originally fienifies + the 
oath which We 1 ſoldiers bowne themſelves by to 
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we ſtar fdelinits Jes the Captain of our alvation. 

As they ſwore that they would never deſert their co- 
lours in the day of battle, we alſo ſolemnly engage to 

maintain irreconcileable war againſt all the enemies of 
Chriſt, without and within us, fighting refolutely un- 

der his banner againſt-fin, Satan, and the world! ; dad 
ie at the peril of eternal damnation- 

. lat it meant by the word MYSTERY? ? 
nA. It ſignifics, that beſides the outward and viſible 
'S ſigns, there is in this ordinance fome ſecret or hidden 
| br 278 which is to be diligently attended unto. 
| . In what reſpecta are the ſacraments called sE ALS? 

H. They maps be conkdered as Es ee and as 

our ſcals. 2 ” 

8 


—— 
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_ Of tbe Sacraments in general.” Re 

. How are they to be conſidered as Cad feals?, *t 

A. As they are ordinances given by him for the 8 

firmation of our faith, that he will be our covenant God. 
and that he makes over Chriſt and his benefits as ours. 

Q.. How are they to be conſidered as our ſeals ? 


A. As we viſibly profeſs to vouch this God to be | 


our God, and give. up ourſelves unto him to be his 

people ; and defire to be made partakers of Chriſt, and 

the benefits of the new covenant in his own way. 
210 Q. Who have a right to the ſacraments ? 

tian religion have a right before men, but real ſaints 

only have a rigbt before God. 


church? 

J. To keep up the remembrance of his Inks to 
give his people delightful communion with himſelf, and 
with one another; to confirm his covenant with them, 
and their obligations to him; to ſtrengthen their. graces, 
and to diſtinguiſh them from the reſt of the world: 

Q. Do the ſacraments neceſſarily promote ſalvation ? 

A. They have no power in themſelves to anſwer 


this end, otherwiſe all who receive them would cer- 
tainly be ſaved. 


Q. Doth.their efficacy A end upen the piety and inten 


tion of the adminiftrater 2 


A. By no means; who is Paul, or who is . 
but ſtewards of the myſteries of God, who may indeed 


pray for the bleffing, but cannot poſſibly confer that | 


grace which is the work and gift ot Chriſt. 
Q How then do the eee, become ef ettual to ſalvation ? 


A. Only by the blefling of Chriſt, and by the effica- 


cious working of tlie Holy Ghoſt. 
215 Q. When was the ſacrament of circumciſion inflituzed ? 
A. When the covenant of promiſe was renewed with 
Abraham, and confined ina peculiar manner to his family. 
Q. What was ſignified by circumciſion ? | 


A. The deſtruction of original fo the dedigarion of 


the perſon to God, and the neceſſity of regeneration, or 
being cut off from the firſt Adam as a. covenant- head, 
and beipß grafted in into Che! he it 20d on 


: 
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A. Thoſe who are credible profeſſors of the Chriſ- 


Q. For what end hath Chriſt inflituted ſacraments in his | 


L 
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36 Of cCircumciſion and tie Paſſover. 
2. 2 the Feerament” admiinflered te the children 
[of the faithful? 

I. Becauſe God had pronled in the covenant to be 

2 God le wiſe to their ſeed,” and therefore it was ex- 
V preſfsly enjoined that every male child ſhould. be cic- 
eurnciſed the eighth day. . 

Q. Men was the fen ae 75 the paſſe over inflituted ? 

1 A. At the deliverance of Iſrael from Egypt. 

Q. Why was it culleu the paſſover F * | 
A. Becauſe the deſtroying angel PASSED OVER their 
houſes, when he Abe all uche firſt· born of Egypt. | 
220 Q. And why did the deftroyer then paſs over the 

houſes of the Iſraelites ? 

4. Beeauſe their:door-poſts and lintels were ſprinkled 
with the blood of the paſſover lamb, ſignifying that the 
blood of Chriſt ſprinkled on our conſcience, is a ſure 
defence from divine wrath. n. 

Q. Why'was it required that the paſchal lamb Pauls be 
a male'of the firft year, and without blemifh ? 

A. To ſignify the purity and excellence of Chriſt, 
67: who ſhould offer himſelf for us without ſpot, in the 
denne and vigour of REE. 

| Q. ny was it to be roaſted, to be eaten wholly, with 

bitter herbe, and with unleavened bread, and by the whole | 

congrega tion at once? 1 

A. Jo repreſent the SEVERITY of Chriſt's ſufferings; : 
that he muſt be wHoLLY received by faith; and that 
in the exerciſe of KEPENTANCE, without delay and with N 
Bncerity of heart; and to ſignify that there is enough | 
| in Chriſt for the ſalvation of the whole church at once. 

= Wherein do the ene of the Old Te eflament d. di Fer 

em thoſe of the N‚¾W © 
©: THE facraments'of the Ola Teſtament repreſented 

Chrift as to come, but more obſcurely; whereas thoſe 
of the New repreſent him clearly as already come. | 

Q. Wherein"do baptiſm and the Lord's fupper agree? 
A. In that God is the author, and Chriſt is the mat- | 
ter of both; both are ſeals of the ſame covenant, and 
imply engagements to the fame duties; both ought to 
be publicly difpenfed; and that by minifters of the goſ- 
el 8 only 3 ; 'and both are to 8 in tho church Gil 
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¶tbe Sacrament of Baptiſm. 

225 Q. What bleſſings are ſealed to us m baptifn? 
A. Our ingraftment into Chriſt, and a e 

of the benefits of the new covenant. | R 0 


. What benefits of the neu covenant are more oſpecis 


ally Fepreſented and applied in baptijm ? © 
A. Regeneration, Juitificarion, and n all 


which flow directly from union with Chriſt, who our 


life, our righteouſnefs, and, our elder brother. 

. How 1s our baptiſm to be improved by us? 

By ſerious and thanktul conſideration ot the nature 
of it, and of the ends tor which Chriſt inttituted it; by 


being humbled for our fintul' defilement,. our falling 


ſhort ot, and walking contrary to our engagements ; 
and by endeavouring to live by faith, to have our con- 


verſation in holineſs and righteouineis, and to walk in 
brotherly love, as pere We by the lame Spiri 


into one body. 

Q. When, ſhould we thus improve our baptiſm 2 

A. All our lite long; eipecially in time of tempta- 
tion, and when we are dar at 5 «diminifracion of 


it to others. 


Q. 1s private baptiſm Oat of even if ſins Pit- 
tance ſbould, on that account, be given to the poor? 
A. Ichink not: it clandettinely obtrudes members 


into the viſible church; occaſions among ſome, at leaſt, 


the irreverent adminiftration of baptiſm; too much (e- 


parates the ordinance of teaching trom it; contirms the 


ignorant in the Popiſh fancy of its abſolute neceſiity ; 
robs Chriſtians ot an opportunity ot renewing their 
vows ; and deprives the parents and child of the bene - 
fit of the prayers of x whole congregation. 

230 Q. Wheremn a baptiſm- and the Lord's ſupper 
difer ? 


4. Baptiſm ſeals an entrance into 155 church, and 4 


implantation into Chriſt, and therefore is adminis 
ſtered but once, and to infants as well as others; 
whereas the Lord's s lupper is a ſeal of ſpiritual nourith-. 
ment and growth in grace, and theretore to be received. 


frequently, and only by Nene who can examine 
themſelves. 1 — 
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near an intereſt and affection for o 
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9 the e Elements and tions. 


A. It is called the enchariſt, the feaſt, the commu 
nion. 7 the Lord's ſupper.. 
hy is it called the euchariſt or thankſgiving bl 


». 


A. t. Chriſt, gave thanks when he appointed it, 


and we are to receive it with thanktulneſs. 


Q. #by faid to be the feaſt? 


J. Becauſe of the ample proviſion that'is here ſet be- 


fore us, and the joy wherewith it is to be received. 
Q. Why i it defigned the communion ? n 

AJ. Becauſe of the intercourſe there is in this ordi - 
nance between Chriſt the head, and the members of his 
In it he communicates his favour and grace, of 
his fulneſs and ſalvation ; and they communicate their 
thankſgiving. love, and gratitude, And the members 
likewiſe enjoy delightful communion: with ane another, 
for ye being many are. but one body. And we cat of 
the ſame bread, and drink ot the ſame cup, in token 
that we derive our life from one common fountain, 
that we are all actuated by the ſame ſpirit, and have as 
ef ener, E the 


members of the ſame body. 

235 Q. #hy piyied the Lord's ſupper ? » 

A. Becauſe it is a ſpiritual repaſt for the ſopl, as meat 
is for the body; and ii is a chief banquet in the family 
of Chriſt, as lupper was among the ancients z and like- 
wiſe becauſe it was jpftituted in the evening after the 
laſt paflover was eaten, and vader the laſi diſpenſation. 
And it is emphatically called the/Lozp's upper, to in- 
timate the authority and excellence of it. 

Q.. What elements. are to be uſed in the Lord's ſupper 'P 

A. Common bread and the fruit of the vine. 

Q. Ought not every: COMMUNLC ans to receive both the 
bread and the vine? 

4 Les they are e eat of thebread ; apd with 


| refer pee to the cup, Chriſt ſaith, Drink ye (ALL "of 1 


oc; I hat 1s /agnzfied by the bread and the. wine IE 
A. Lhe, body and blood ot Chriſt. 
QA bat is our faith te terminate upon, quhen the 5 

2 blond of, Chrift are reprejented by theſe 40 


4 His incarnation, obedience, and death. 1 1 
jp" las 2 c 
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Of the Sacramental Elements and Aftions. 
4. They are ſuch as reſpect either the adminiſtrator, 
= the receivers of this ordinance. 


Q. What are the ſacramental actions on the part of 
Chrift, the firſt alminiftrator ? 

A. He took the elements, bleſſed them, or gave 
thanks, broke the bread, and gave donn the bread and 
the wine to his diſciples. _ | 

Q What may the adminifirator's TAKING of the ele- 

ments lead us to thinł upon? | 

A. Chriſt's unde rtaking the work of our redemption, 
and for this end aſſuming an holy human nature, that 
he might have ſomewhat to offer. 


Q. What is meant by his BLESSING of theſe elements ? 


A. Phe ſetting apart fo much of them, as ſhall be 


uſed, from a common, to a ſacred" uſe 3 and that this 
ſareament is a means of Chriſt's bleſſing his people. * 

Q. Are the bread and the wine turned into the real 
body and blood of Chriſt by miniſterial conſecration ? 

4. By no means: The ſuppoſition ot ſuch a change 
is contrary to the eeſticnogy of all our ſenſes, the judg- 
meni of reaſon, the declaration'of ſcripture, the nature 
of a ſacrament, &c. &c.. 

245 Q. What views Should we abe as to the BREAK« 
ING of the bread, and pouring out of the wine ? 


A. The breaking of Chritt's body, and pouring out - 


of his ſoul unto death. 


Q. What is meant by c the bread and the wine to 


communicants ? 
A. That Chriſt is his own/and his Father's free gilt 
to ſinners of mankind, for lite and ſalvation. 

Q What are the mee aftions on th part of _ 


| communicants ? 


A. They take and partake of both loans, and di- 
vide them among, theutſelves. | 


Q. What' is the language of communicants TAKING 
5 elements? 


It is an emblem of the ſainrs ie Chriſt by 


A. hand of faith, and all the biefings of grace; with 
him, agrecable to the offer. 


2 What is meant Wy their PARTAKING of theſe ? 


Dc: Aura 27s ; A. That 
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ll - 4% Socretticnta) Aftions. - 


A. That there muſt be a particular application of 
Chriſt to the ſoul - 

250 Q. Why ſbould communicants divide the elements 
among themſelves ? 
5 A. In imitation of the practice of Chriſt and his A» 
1 aps and to teſtify their mutual love and Cy as 
hereby they become one bread. 

Q. Are the different elements def gned to 4 ignify differ- 
ent parts of Chriſt's ſufferings ? 

A We ought rather to conſider the one and the o- 

ther as viſible external ſigns of the ſame things. 
Q Whether ſhould the ſacrament be received ſitting, 
ftanding, or kneehng ? 

A. Sitting ſeems to come neareſt to Chriſt's example, 
and beſt ſuits with the nature of a feaſt, and the Lok D's 
table; whereas kneeling hath the appearance, At lealt, 
of Popiſh idolatry and uperſtition. 

if . When did our Lord inftitute this ſacrament ? 
An the ſame night wherein he himſelf was betrayed. 
| For what end was this ordinance appointed? 

A. To ſhew forth the death of Chriſt till he come again. 

205 Q. Is it only the laſt ſcene of his ſufferings we are 
#0 commemorate here ? 

A. We ought to remember with application, the 
whole courſe of his obedicnce and ſufferings 1 the 
cradle to the grave. 

Q. What is it about the death of Chrif we are to re- 
member in this ordinance ? | 

A. The necessITY of it, to deliver fon going 
down to the pit; the TRUTH of it, that he really un- 
derwent theſe things; and the SUFFICIEVCY thereof, as 
available to the falvation ot a loſt world. 

Q. In what manner Jpould we here remember the death 
of Chr '/ 3 

A. Fiducially,. bumbly, mournfully, thankfully, and 
affeQionarely. | 

Q. To whom do we Show forth or repreſent the death of 
Crit? 

A. To' God the ſupreme judge, to angels, to devils 

10 the world, and to our own ͤconſciences. 
Heu ere we to ſbew it forth to God the judge of all? 


Of fbewing forth the Lord's Death. 4t 


to his juſtice in our room and ſtead: 
260 Q How are we to ſbeu it forth to the holy angels ? 


A As the ground of our reconciliation to, and com- 


munion with them. 
2 Why to Satan ? | 
A. Improving this atonement as an GEV to all his 
accuſations, as a reaſon againſt yielding to any temp- 


tation, and as the only way in which we overcome and 
bruiſe him under our feet. 


A. Preſenting it by faith, as a complete fatisfaction 


bat do we mean by ſvewing Jon the Lord's r 6 


before the world ? 

A. We openly profeſs to the world. chat we elbty 
in his crols only, as the centre of all our principles, the 
ſource of our ſpiritual joy, the foundation ot dur hope 
and confidence, and the reaſon of'our non- contormity 
to the world. 

Q. Why ſpew it forth to our conſoirhies ? | 

4. Improving it to quict our troubled minds under 
a ſenſe of guilt, and as the only means to purge the 
conſcience from dead works to ſerve the living God. 

Q How op r are we to ſhew forth the death of Chriſt ? 

A. The firſt Chriſtians ſeem to have done it every Sab · 
bath, and we ought ſo to do as uft as we have opportunity. 

265 Q. 1s not Chriſt really preſent i in this ordinance? 

A. Les; he is graciouſly, though inviſibly, preſent 
here, as in other ordinances Where his name is recorded. 

Who are worthy receivers of this ordinance « 

A. True believers, and they only.. 

Q Of what are they made partakers? ' 

A. Of Chriſt's dody and blood, with all his benefits. 


_ Q Whyaret be bene it. of the neu eavenant called Chrijt's? 


A. Becauſe he is the purchaſer, the proprictor, d 
diſpenſer of them among his people. 


. What is the fruit of their partaking of all his benefits Ph 

4 Their ſpiritual nouriſhment and growth iu grace. 
Q. Whoſe duty is it to rectiue the Lord's upper? 
A. Al Chriſtianscome'to mature age are obliged to 
It by the law of God; but believers only have a real right 
to itz and ſuch believers only a8 dave grace in firiable: 
_Exercile are —— Ul fit for it. 1 ; 


270 


— — ö':w'ð — 


1 we So woe — 


— — 2 — 


— ͤ—— —— 


Y 5 Preparation for the Sacrament, 
Q. Are graceleſs perſons, come to age, guilty, if. they 
 negleF} this ordinance ? 

A. Yes; they practically renounce their baptiſn m, ac · 
coupt the death of Chriſt as unworthy of remembrance, 
and deſpiſe ſacramental bleſſings. 

Q. What courſe ſhould they take, ſecing whether they 
receive er neglef..this ardinance they end? 

A. Their immediate duty is to comply with the goſpel. 
call, and receive Chriſt as offered; and thus being 
brought into a gracious ftate, they are habitually pre- 
pared for this, and every duty or difficulty. 

Q. eit not a dreadful proſtitution of this ſacrament 
to oblige men to receive it to qualify them for civil offices? 
A. Doubtleſs it is. 

82 Wha are to be . kept back from the communian- table? 
A. The grolsly ignorant, and openly profane. 

275 Q. Why ought the greſily ignorant to be kept back ? 
A. Becauie they cannot diſcern the Lord's body, or 
examine themſelves. 

Q. H ought the openly 1 to be ſet aſide ? 
A. Becauic there can be no communion between 
righteouſneſs and unrightcouſneis, between Chriſt and 
Belial; and therefore with tuch we ought not to eat. 
Q. Whether then ts this à converting er confirm, 
| ordinance * 

A. It is intended for the ſpiritual nouriſhment ol 
true believers, whilſt the written and preached word 
are defigned for converſion and begetting of faith. 
Q. What preparation is nec/ary for this ordinance ? 
A. both habitual and actual preparation, 
Q. | Wherein does habitual preparation conſiſt? 
A. In being clothed upon with the garment of ſalv⸗ 
N tion, Chriſt” s righteouſneſs impuicdy and having bi 
race implanted in our hearts 
280 Q. What atlual preparation is neceſſary ? 
1 A. Befides attending public ordinances, ſelf. examina 
tion, dedication, meditation, and prayer, are required 
Q. 1s Jelf-exammation the Guy of thoſe only who can 
| municate for. the firft tine? 
4. No; it is the duty of f every perſon, overy xim! 
| he. communicates | 
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Preparation both habitual and actual. 43 
Q. Have we not reaſon to hope, that if we be careful | 


to examine our ſelves, we may come to ſame diſtinèt knows 
ledge concerning our flate ? 


A. We have; otherwiſe the command to this duty 
would be inſignificant; and we know that many holy 


and tryiug their ownſclves. 


Q. What is the moſt ſucceſsful way of examining curſelves ? 
A. We ovght to retire from the hurry ot the world, 


men in all ages, have been very ſucceſsful in proving 


reſolve to deal impartially, compare our actions and | 


behaviour with the word of God; and cry to God 


that he would ſearch and try us, and ſee if there be 
any wicked thing in us. 


Q. What are we particularly to examine ourſelves about? 


A. Of our intereſt in Chriſt, of our fins, ot our wants, 
of our deſires, of the truth and meaſure of Our graces, 
of our new obedience, forgivenets of injuries, &c. 


285 Q. Why ſbould we prove ourſelves whether ris 0 


be in us, ſo particularly before this ordinance ? 
A. Becauſe without union to him, there can be no 


communion with him, or receiving of ſaving bleſſings 


from him. 


Q. How may we * upon 1 If-examination, that 


ans Is NOT in us © 

If we are- utterly ignorant of his perſon, natures, 
525 and undertaking; if we never ſaw our abſolute 
need of him, as the only Saviour; if we do not ſubmit 


to bis kingly government, as well as rely on the righ- | 


teoutneſs of his pr ieſtbhood; in thort, while we live in 


a wiltul contempt ot his laws, perſift in the commiſſion || N 
of any known fin, or in the total neglect of any commane || 


ded duty, We are not in Chriſt, we are yet diſapproved. 


Q. How may we be ſatisfied that Chriſt the hope f | : 


glory is formed in us? 


A. It any man bein Chriſt, be is a new creature; old F 
things are paſſed away, behold all things are become new. 


. Why are we to examine cur ſelves concerning our ſins ? 
4 That we may be hun. bled tor them, and earneſt] 
ſeck to be waſhed from them in the blood of Chriſt. 


Q. When ſbeuld we concluae that our Vine are not con- 


ſiſtent with a Hate grace? 
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Of Self-examination before the Sacrament. 
A. When they are committed wilfully and preſump- 
tvouſly ; when obſtinately perfiſted in, and yet fit light 


upon the conſcience ; when we frequently relapſe into 


the ſame groſs ſins, without watching againſt predomi- 
nant evils; and if fin is gaining more ſtrength over us, 
notwithſtanding the means of grace we enjoy. 
290 Q. When may we hope that our ſinful infirmitics 
are yet conſiſtent with a gracious late ? | 

A. When we watch, and ſtrive, and pray againſt 
every fin and temptation to it; when we groan under 
a ſenſe of it, crying for deliverance; and when we 


— 


| | carefully and habitually improve the death, dot ines, 


and, example of Chriſt, for the total deſtruction of the 
old man, with bis luſts and affections. 5 


Q. Why ought we to examine into our wants ? 
A. That we may duly prize Chriſt himſelf, and the 


rich proviſion he hath made in this ordinance. 


Q. What particular wants may even true believers find 
about themſelves upon examination ? 
A. Though they may have ſome good hope, they 
may want full aſſurance of an intereſt in Chriſt ; though 
they have faith, they may not always have the joy of 
it; they may want more enlargement of heart, and 
raiſed affections in holy duties; farther experience of 
the grace of God, and the delight of communion with 
him; a greater degree of eſtabliſhment in trying and 
perilous times, and zeal for the honour of God when 
the love of many waxes cold; deeper impreſſions of 
the love of Chriit, and more contormity to his example 


tin all things. 


1 
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Q. Seeing hypocrites and the unregenerate may havt 
ſome kind of defires after Chrift, how may we know whe- 
tiber our deſires are gracious = © Roos 
A. 1t they terminate primarily and principally upon 
"the perſon ct Chriſt, and then upon his benefits; if 
they go out after him above all things, and are vehe- 


j | ment, active, and abiding, yea increaſing; in fine, it 
Vo can appeal to himſelf that the DESIRE Oo OUR SOUL 
is toward him, and the remembrance of his name. 

| - © Q.., What grates are we to enquire after? 
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Examination of Graces. 
A. After the meafure and kind of our knowledge, 


faith, repentance; love, hope, fear, humility, gra- 


titude, aſſurance, peace, joy, forgivenets of injuries, 
c.: 

295 Q How may we be ſure that our KNOWLEDGE 1s 
ef a competent meaſure ? 

A. It we have acquired diſtinct views of the divine 


perſons, perfections, and laws; of man's creation, 


fall, and inability to recover  himfef ; of Chriſt, in 
his natures, offices, and righteouſneſd 3 and of the 
covenant of grace, in its freedom, fulneſs, and ſta- 
bility, together with the ſeals thereof. 

Q When may we conchide our knowledge to be of the 
faving kind ? 


A If it is experimental, humbling, inereaſing, and 


practical. 

Q. What is the neteſſity of FAITH in this ordinance ? 

A It is neceffary to feed upon Chriſt crucified. 

Q. Have all real Chriſtians the ſame thtaſure of faith: 

A. They have not; ſome are ſtrong in faith, not 
ſtaggering through unbelief; others of little faith. 

. What are the marks of firing faith ? 

AT It leads to ſelf-difidence, carries through diffi- 
cult duties, ſupports under croſs diſpenſations, pro- 
motes boldneſs and importunity at the throne of grace, 


Fr 


and cauſes the believer to triumph in Chriſt, as knows 


ing that nothing ſhall ſeparate from his love. 8 
300 Q. What are the Symptoms of weak faith? | 
A. A degree of confidence in our own righteouſneſs 
and ſtrength, perpetual. doubts and fears about our 
ſtate, finful haſte to avoid danger, and ſtaggering at 


the promiſe when we meet with temptation, deſeriion, : 


or unfavourable difpenſations. 
Q. What are the evidences of ſaving faith ? 


A. It accounts all things but lois for Chriſt, worketh 
by love to God and man, tends to purify the: heart, 
oppoſe ſin, overcome the world, reſiſt the devil, and 41 


to promote good works of every kind. 
Q. What are the figns of reigning unbelicf? 


A. An habitualueglect of Wenden and ſpiritual con- 


cernments, delays in cloſing witt Chriſt,- and particuſar 4 10 
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- | ' Of Examination of Graces. - 


application of the goſpel; untenderneſs of life and con- 
verſation, 1200 of heart, n trom Ged. and 
final deſpair. 

Q. IWhat is the uſe of REPENTANCE' iN this ans 9 

A. To mourn for ſin, as having 1 the Lord of 

lory. 
F Q. Hou may we tio 7 our repentance i is unto life ? 

A. If it is habitual, if we grieve for fin as offenſive 
to God, and if we carefully turn from all ia, both 
in nay and life. 

305 Q. How may legal and evangelical repentance be 
Af diſtinguiſbed? 
4. Legal repentance flows from a view of God's juſtice 
and wrath in his threatenings and judgments, and. the 
convict is chicfly affected with the GUILT of fin, and of 
ſome groſs ſin in particular, and he turns only from lome 
outward acts of ſin; ſo that his ſorrow, it it ſtops bere, 
worketh death; whereas evangelical repentance ariſes 
from faith's view of God's holineſs, manifeited in the 
precepts of the law, and of his mercy and love in the 
death of Chriſt z_ and the. penitent is chicfly affected with 
the FILTH of un, and grieved for ſecret ſins, whereby 
God is dithoncured; and this contrition turns from 
the love of every fin, and leads to eternal life. 

Q. When ſoould we in a particular manner eſſay and 
lee the atlual exerciſe of repentance? 

A. After ſhameful backſlidings; when under ſevere 
trials, or if great judgments are impending; when a- 
bout to aſk any ſingular mercy from God; and before 
any difficult work, or moſt ſolemn ſervice; 


Q. What ſbouli we. do to obtain the attual exerciſe of 
repentance | {TS 
A. Weoughtto meditate upon the nature, number, 
aggravations, and deſert, of our ſins; and cry that the da- 
viour exalted may give us both repentance and remiſſion. 
Q. What occaſian is there bere for the exerciſe of LOVE 3 
Without love there cag be no communion with God. 
2. How may we know if our love to Chriſt be ſincere ? 
A. It it is ſuperlative and univerſal, and if it con- 


ſtrains us to keep his coumandments, and to hate every 
i alle Auch Weked way. 
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| Examination of Graces. | 47 
310 Q. Can we truly love Gd. * we live at variance 
with our neighbour ? | 

A. It is not poflible : If a man ſay, I love God, and 
hateth his brother, HE 18s A LIAR; for he that loveth 


not lis brother whom he hath ſeen, how can he love 
God whom he hath not ſeen ? 


Q. How may we know if our love to the brethren be - 


fuch as by it we may conclude, that we have ' paſſed from 
— to life? 

A. If we eſteem them beenale of their relation to 
God as his children, to Chriſt as his members, and to 
the Spirit as his ſanctified ones; if we value them ALL, 
ſtrangers as well as relations, and that notwithſtanding 
ſome differences of opinion; if we regard them con- 
STANTLY, when deipiſed and perſecuted, as well as 
when honoured and exalied, in adverſity as in proſpe- 
rity z if we love them nom a pure heart FERVENTLY, 
ſo as to prefer their company, and delight in it above 
that of any other; in ſhGrt, it we are helped to ſym- 
pathiſe with them both an their ſorrows and joys, to 
ſcrve them and miniſter to their neceſlities, and to 
bear with injuries from them, and cover their taults 
from others. 


Q. What are the evidences of that HOPE which maketh 
not aſbamed ? 


Alt is not like the a of the profane, who 
truſt that however they live, he that made them will 


ſurely have mercy on them at laſt; nor the hope of the 


hypocrite, which ſhall likewiſe periſh, becauſe tounded 
only on a form of gudiinels, and a name to live: but 


the hope of a believer is built upon the ture foundation. 
Chriſt; and this hope, as the anchor of the ſoul, keeps 


him from being carried down the ſtream of worldly 


pleaſures, or daſhed on the rock of deſpair; yea, this. 


bope of ſalvation operates to refine the toul from lenſe 

and ſin, as Cbriſi (the object of ) cur hope is pure. 
Q. Why is holy FEAR /i neceſſary to right communicating ? 
A. As we then make a near approach unto God, 

who will be ſanftified in them who come nigh him. It 


herein we would iexve the Lord dec, it muſt bo 


with reverence and godly fear. 


— — — — 
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put on humblenefs 


cites to the practice of every 


Of E xamination-of Graces. 


Q. How may we knmu, 1g * if our F 
| fear ts ſervile or of the flaviſh kind ? 8 

A. If it only reſpects the majeſty and power of God, M 
and his awful threatenings, occaſioning the ſinner to t 
dread him as an enemy, and diſpoſing him to fly from , 
his preſence ; and if the fear of God prevents the com- t 
miſſion only of ſome groſs out ward fins, from the terror e 
of hell and wrath, but ſtill leaves in the ſoul a reſerve 1 
for certain ſecret beloved luſts, unknown to the world. 1 


315 Q. When may we conclude, on the other hand, that t 
our fear of God is filial and reverential ? p 
A. Our fear of God may be deemed filial, if it re- [ 
ſpects the goodneſs as well as the greatnefs of God, his } 
airing mercy and free promiles, as well as his dread- i « 
ful threatenings and juſtice; if it lead us to love him 
as a father, to delight in his preſence, and to ſtand in [ 
awe to offend him by ferret wickedneſs of any kind. ; 
Q. Why 1s the grace of HUMILITY fo neceſſary here? 2 
A, Becauſe we are quite unworthy of the Icaſt of all > 
the mercies, and of all the truth which i is here wen pap 0 
unto us. - 
Q. How may Wwe they if, as the cleft LE Ged, we have 1 
of mind? ” 
A. If we account ourſelves the chief of ſmners ;" are 
aſhamed of both our fins and dutics before Gods and t 
are grieved for our pride and ſelf-conceit. 5 
Q. #hen may we conclude that ue are truly TH ANKFUL? 
A. If we have a grateful, ſenſe of the leaſt of God's | 
mercies, but chic fly of Chriſt, his unſpeakable gift . 
Hou may we know. if our A8SY RANCE F "woe 
be well grounded? 
A. If it makes us more humble and ſelf-denied, ex- 
commanded duty, and be- | 
gets more ardent deſire after fuller conformity to God | 
here, and the complete enjoyment of him hereatter. | 
320 Q. What are the marks of true PEACE, which is 
r grace of the Spirit? a 
It flows from juſtification through faith in 5 
3 of atonement, promotes a ſtated warfare with 6 
all knaun Ho, and à ſincere endeavour to Pleaſe As, 
with a conſtant fear of oflanding him. 
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digal, what joy may we ſuppoſe will the preſent appear- 
ance yield to the holy angels? And I am certain the day 
of eſpouſals is the day of the gladneſs of Chriſt's heart, and 
the Eiends of the Bridegroom rejoice greatly like wiſe. It 


Of the Admiſſion of young Communicants. "09 7h 


would be an additional ſtrength and beauty, as well as joy 


to this congregation, if you, who are now admitted to full 
communion with us, ſhall prove fo many holy Chriſtians, 
and uſeful members of ſociety whilſt you live, and careful - 
ly tranſmitthe peculiar truths of Chriſtianity to the race 
that is to come. Let me now recommend earneſtnefs in 
religion to you, not only for your great profit, but to 
preyent apoſtaſy. Believe it, a little religion is a very 


hard thing to hold. Unleſs you make God's ſervice your 


choice, you will not Tong carry it for your burden. You 
cannot therefore too frequently and explicitly bind your- 
ſelves to be the Lord's; and having dane fo, reſt not in 


your promiſes to him, but in his promiſes toyou, where 


alone your ſafety lies. See Jer. xxxii. 38. 39. 40. Ezek. 
xi. 19. 20. Xxxvi. 27. Encouraged by ſuch great and pre- 
cious promiſes, ſtudy to follow the Lord fully, walking 
in all his ordinances and commandments blameleſs. Let 


me caution you againſt both laxnefs of principles and 
Aooſeneſs of morals. Beware then of theſe modern anti- 


evangelical prineiples, which have little or no reference 


to the perfon and offices of Chrift, and the operations and 
graces of the Holy Spirit. Relying therefore habitually 


and only on the prieſthood of Chriſt, his atonement and 


interceſſion; firmly believe, hold faſt, and earneſtly con - 
tend for the doctrines which this great prophet hath 
delivered; and yield unfeigned ſubmiſſion to his will of 


grace in the goſpel, his will of precept in the law, and 


his will of providence in your lot. Remember that whom 


he did foreknow, he did predeſtinate to be conformed 


to the image and example of his Son. I only further 1 
read to you the following apoſtolic admonitions, which _ 


I leave with your conſciences, 1 Tim. vi. 11. 2 Pet. ii. 


20, 21. iii. 17, 18. Jude ver. 24. 25. 


Let me now drop ſome exhortation to thoſe, who, tho? 


<< 


come to years, have never yet thought of applying for ad- 


miſſion to the Lord's ſupper; or who having 
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62 : Exhortations to New Communicant t. 
1/7 ted, have quite loſt ſight of their profeſſion, and turned 
heir back upon this ordinance. But few of theſe I knoy, 
give attendance on ſuch oceaſions, and but few of then 
will take leiſure to peruſe any thing upon this ſubject, 
A ſmutty ſong over a ſocial glaſs, theatrical performance 
pf the obſcene kind, à trifling romance, the midnight 
dovl, the card-table, &c. are accounted the beſt enter 
:tiainment by the lovers of pleaſure; whilſt a lucrative bar. 
gain, an enlarged and fucceſsful trade, the improvement 
of the farm, &c. are the hjgheſt gratifications to the cove. 
tous and worldly minded. Doubtleſs however the ſervant: 
of religion muſt not ſhun to declare the counſel of God, 
The words of a friend are always dear, but his dying 
words eſpecially are apt to dwell upon the mind, and 
1-0 neglect his laſt commands would be a ſure mark of 
having no friendſhip for him. Naw, this is evident! 
the caſe with thof: who wait not upon this ordinance, 
to remember the Lord's death till he come. They confel; 
that they have no friendſhip for him, by their diſobe- 
. dience to the things he bath commanded them. They 
live in the allowed neglect of a poſitive precept, and 
therefore bring down upon themſelves the reward of 
tranſgreſſors who deſpiſe the commandmegt of the 
Lord. And that you may ſee it is no ſmall offence this, 
do but obſerve the heavy wrath of God denounced a- 
gainſt thoſe who neglected to celebrate the paſſover, 
to which our communion anſwers. That ſoul was to be 
cut off from, among the. people. Now, if they which de- 
ſpiſed Moſes's law, died without mercy, of, how much 
ſorer puniſhment, ſuppole ye, ſhall ye be thopght wor- 
thy, it ye neglect ſo great ſalvation ? Be exhorted there. 
fore, you finners, who are at caſe in Zion, to prepare 
for this ordinance, by receiving Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, 
as he is offered in the goſpel. Do not you want a par- 
don? Is adoption a deſpicable privilege? Is ſpiritual: joy 
aan infipid pleaſure? ar the gift of God's ſpirit an un- 
ncceſſary aſſiſtance? Are not all the fruits of our Lord's 
„death and paſſion, bleſſings ſuitable to your neceſſity! 
%% Say now, have you no ſenũbility of the amazing lovs of 
j ]eſus, who lived, who bled, who groaned, who wept, 
U who ſuffered, who died for fingers ? Will you obſtinate, 


Ehortations to Communicants in general. 63 
ly forſake your own mercies, deſpiſe the goſpel ſalva : 
tion, account the blood of the covenant} an unholy 
thing, and do deſpite to the Spirit of Grace! But if 
love will not move you, at leaſt let fear diſmay you. 
Conſider what it is to be an outcaſt from heaven, to be 
a ſtranger to God's covenant, an enemy to Chriſt, to 
be marked out for the. divine vengeance, to be without 
a Saviour in the day of judgment, to be expoſed to the 
ſtorms of eternal wrath, to be baniſhed God's prefence, 
to be caſt into hell, and have your portion with unbe- 
lievers; yet all this, fearful and tremendous as it is, 
lies againſt you. Thou, even thou art the man Not 
having union with Chriſt, you are as a branch dried 
up and withered, which men gather and caſt into the 
fire, and they are burned. Now, conſider this, you 
that forget God, leſt. by lighting the Saviour, he be 
provoked: to give you up, and you die in your fins, 
onfeſi neither ſprinkled with his blood, nor clothed with his 
ſobe-Ml righteouſneſs, nor partakers of his Spirit, and at laſt 
They be tear you in pieces when there is none to deliver. 

, and A few wards to the whole body of communicants, 
rd offi Theſe things have I written to ſtir you upto a diligent and 
f- the evangelical preparation for our Lord's ſupper. At the 
this, ſame time, be exhorted not to reſt on the ordinance itſelf, 
ced a · ¶ or the exactneſs af your preparation for it. Remember it 
ſover, is not merely cleanſing the outſide, it is not the abſtaining 
to be from groſs fins only, it is not ſaying ſo many prayers, or 


— 


h de · ¶ hearing ſo many ſermons extraordinary, or being ſtrict- 
much ly regular and devout for a little before and after the 
wor- communion, that can prove you to be real Chriſtians; 
there; The work to be done is heart work, not of the lip, car, 
repare or knee. Evangelical preparation is, taking fuller and 
Lordi faſter hold of precious Chriſt and his righteouſneſs, and 
a parMl ſecking the lively exerciſe of grace. None are meet to 
al joy approach the Lord's table, who are not ſtudying daily 
in un- to maintain communion with Chriſt, and holineſs in 
Lord's all manner of converſation. And yet how many come 
effity ! to this ordinance, whoſe ordinary conduct teſtifies a - 


ovs off gainſt them, that they are filthy ſtill? How many, who 


wept; live habitually in pride and paſſion, pretend to drink in- 4 | 
tinate , to the meek and humble Jeſus ? How many whole ſu- 
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„% Exbortations to'Communicants in general, 
rficial inquiries into their hearts ſhew they are afraid 
to go deeply to work? How many in the interval. of 


theſe ſeaſons let looſe their reins to worldlineſs and grati- 
7 fication? And ſome, I fear; borrid to think ! ſuppoſe the 
mere act of communicating is the canceling of paſt of 
# fences, anda clearing of the old ſcore, to begin a new 
account. Certainly ſuch muſt be in the gall of bitter- 
| nefs, and bond of iniquity. Aad the like may be ſaid 
of thoſe who live in the habitual neglect of known duty, 
! ſuch as ſecret prayer, family-worſhip; peruſal of the 
. ſcriptures, a ſtated attendance upon the miniſtrations 
of the word, &c. To neglect theſe, except ſome weeks 
before and after the ſacrament, whilſt all the interval 
has been ſpeut in forgetfulneſs of God and diſregard 
of his ſervice, or in ſome courſe of vanity, care, or in · 


dulgence; O what hardneſs and ſtupidity of conſcience 
is ſuch communicating ready to beget | Thus, to cat 


and drink in God's prefence, will — lat ue i in this, 


« Depart/from me, I never knew you.” . 
To conclude :: None can profitably Werde of the 


| Lord's ſupper, who: have not found acceptance with 
God tbrough the righteouſneſs of the Saviour, and in 


conſequence experience the mighty power of his grace 


| - or their ſouls, in habitually promoting a life of holineſs 
and communion with God; of juſtice, love, and peace 
Wit with all men; of ſobriety and circumſpettion i in all man- 


ner of converſation. If you are in fuck a happy ſtate 


% as this, then ſball this ordinance be as much to his glory 
as to your comfort, and you ſhall find by bleſſed expe- 


rience, that you may riot only come, but are welcome. 
Te whole is concluded with prayer for all theſe different 


'tlaſſes, particularly for the Young Canmutticants, after 
- which they are ſerved i in Tokens. . | 


«ot <7 : 


FE: W. B. In this mode of Aion no ſet 88 of words 
| $$ uſed; negii;2. public appearance fo infiſted on, but that 
on {3A 


